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August 5, 2022 
 

Sheriff Donny Youngblood  
Kern County Sheriff’s Office  
1350 Norris Road  
Bakersfield, CA 93308  
 
Chief Kevin Zimmermann 
Shafter Police Department 
201 Central Valley Highway 
Shafter, CA 93263 
 
Re:   Shafter Police Dept. Officer-Involved Shooting of Jesus Ponce on September 2, 2021 
         Sergeant Lionel Lopez and Officer Maria Puente,  
         Minter Ave, Shafter CA.  
         Kern County Sheriff Case 2021-00114510. 
 
Dear Sheriff Youngblood and Chief Zimmermann,  
 
The Kern County District Attorney’s Office Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) Review Committee 
has reviewed reports, video surveillance, photos, and other materials submitted by your agency 
regarding the shooting noted above. The OIS Review Committee reviews cases for criminal 
liability under state law.  The OIS Review Committee has completed its review.  The findings 
are noted below.  
 
Summary  

 
On September 2, 2021, Shafter Police responded to a vehicle versus building traffic collision on 
Minter Ave in Shafter, CA. Officers were told a subject was possibly pinned in the vehicle.  
Believing medical aid was likely necessary officers responded code 3 (lights and sirens).  
Sergeant Lionel Lopez and Officer Maria Puente arrived on scene along with other officers and 
approached a silver Dodge Charger which had crashed into the residence on the 600 block of 
Minter Ave.  Officers identified themselves as Shafter Police as they approached the vehicle.  
Inside the Charger was a sole occupant Jesus Ponce, reclined in the driver seat and unresponsive.  
The windows of the vehicle were up, and doors locked.    
 
Sergeant Lopez utilized a window punch to break the driver side window of Ponce’s vehicle.  
Officer Puente was standing nearby Sergeant Lopez and observing.   Almost immediately after 








