
Kern County
2021 Redistricting



Considerations for District Lines

• Districts should be kept together, sharing a common 
border with other districts

• Minimize division of Local Neighborhoods or 
Communities of Interest 

• Maintain the geographic integrity of a City or Census 
Designated Place



Considerations for District Lines

• Boundaries should be easily identifiable and 
understandable, such as streets, mountains or rivers

• Districts should be compact, not stretched to include 
specific neighborhoods or communities

• Boundaries cannot be drawn to favor or discriminate 
against a political party



Continuous Outreach
• 5 Community Meetings

• Multiple and ongoing community presentations

• In person opportunities for input at all Kern County 

Library Branches

• Use of local media outlets and social media

• Organizations involved in Census 2020

• Redistricting email updates/list

• English and Spanish website



Get Involved

• Submit a map or community of interest form at 
https://www.kerncounty.com/government/2021-
redistricting-menu

• Watch an instructional video on mapping at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1rEYgzqeEI&t=30s

• Email redistricting@kerncounty.com

https://www.kerncounty.com/government/2021-redistricting-menu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1rEYgzqeEI&t=30s
mailto:redistricting@kerncounty.com


Get Involved

• Call 661-868-3139

• Visit Any Kern County Library Branch

• Attend a Board of Supervisors Public Hearing: 
* October 26, 3:00 pm 
* November 8, 6:00 pm 
* November 16, 3:00 pm



Redistricting Timeline

July 19, 2021
First Public Outreach 

Hearing

September 20, 2021
Final prisoner reallocated 

census data released

October, 2021
Present draft maps 

incorporating public input

December 15, 2021
Deadline for Board of 

Supervisors to pass 
final district plan. 



Communities of Interest
Public Community of Interest Form

• Input can be provided in public hearings or using our 
“Community of Interest” Worksheet.

• This can be provided on
the website as a part of 
overall community engagement
strategy.

• Some agencies convert these
to a webform or survey
instrument.



Communities of Interest

The County of Kern is using DistrictR as a public mapping tool 
to allow residents to draw their own Communities of Interest. 

Drawing YOUR Communities of Interest

https://districtr.org/tag/Kern_County



Communities of Interest
In-Person and Submitted Testimonials

The public has started engaging and sending their community 
of interest input into the County. 

• Mountain and desert communities has similar policy concerns and should 
be drawn together

• The districts should reflect the diversity of the county.

• Arvin and Lamont should be drawn together and not with the Seven Oaks 
neighborhood in Bakersfield.

• Residents in rural communities share a lack of access to internet, 
healthcare access, and transportation, and many requested a district to be 
drawn in a way that would address their needs. 



Map Creation
Tools for identifying communities and draft maps



Map Creation
Tools for identifying communities and draft maps



Blue: “South of 58, East of 
5/99, West of 14”

Yellow: “West of 5.”

Teal: “East 5  to West of 99.”

Green: “East of 14.”

Magenta: “East of 99, North of 
58, West of 14.”

COI Map: Drawn 
under the COI map 
option, but is a map 
of proposed districts.

Map Submissions



COI Map: “Kern 
County District 
Plan Map”

Drawn under the COI 
map option, but is a 
map of proposed 
districts.

Map Submissions



“Team 5845896”

COI Map: Drawn 
under the COI 
map option, but is 
a map of 
proposed 
districts.

Map Submissions



Submitted COI Map:

KERN-Desalination Plant

No COI drawn but included a point of 
interest.

“Shifting organic growth to Maricopa 
community opens the future of Kern up 
to the eventual move away from oil & 
gas production.”

Map Submissions



Current Districts
Review of current seats with new census data

Packet includes three ways to view current districts

• Overview Page

• Data Tables

• Individual district pages 
with data
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The total deviation of the plan is the sum of the 
absolute values of the highest and lowest 
districts.  Here the plan deviation is 9.5%







`



From COI to Draft Maps
Getting from input to new proposed maps

Redistricting Partners needs feedback from the 
board on potential draft plan versions.

• All plans will follow the required criteria, VRA, 
Compactness, Contiguity, equal population, etc.

• Need feedback from the Board of Supervisors and 
community on potential versions.

• One version would be a “minimum change” respecting the 
2018 process and VRA.



From COI to Draft Maps
Getting from input to new proposed maps

All public plans and Redistricting 
Partners Draft Maps will include.

• Overview Page

• Data Tables

• Individual district pages 
with data



From COI to Draft Maps
Getting from input to new proposed maps

A summary document will 
Provide overview of all plans

• Thumbnail of district overview

• Objective Measures

• Notes



From COI to Draft Maps
Getting from input to new proposed maps

All maps approved as “Draft” maps
will be placed on redistricting
website for public feedback.

• Written input

• Public comment and next hearing

• Potential map changes in 
DistrictR tool



From COI to Draft Maps
Getting from input to new proposed maps

Future hearings will allow for changes to the
Drafts prior to adoption

• Hearing on draft maps

• Selection on final proposed draft
with any changes

• Up/Down vote on single plan 
by December 15th




