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INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM
KERN COUNTY ILP NEWS LETTER

WINTER 2018

The Independent Living Program (ILP) is a federally funded program
that provides services to assist eligible youth (16-18 years of age) in
making successful transitions from foster care to independent living.
Any youth who were in OR are in foster care/probation and placed in
out-of-home foster care at any time from their 16th to their 18th
birthday are eligible for ILP Services. The services are also offered to
those youth who qualify for extended foster care (AB 12) from the ages
of 18-21. ILP offers a vast amount of services to help youth achieve
self-sufficiency prior to exiting foster care. The following are some of
those services:

•Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) – completed with ILP
worker/probation officer every 6-months to explore goals related to
self-sufficiency
•Education Planning – plan for completion of high school and options
for college
•College and financial aid application assistance
•Community resources that provide career planning, job leads, and
resume assistance
•Transitional housing for emancipated youth
•Emancipation conferences
•Life skills
•Referrals to resources
•Assist youth in opening a savings account
•ILP trust fund
•Senior packet - cap/gown, etc.
•Transportation assistance – bus passes and/or assistance with
obtaining a driver’s license
•Introduction to California Youth Connection (CYC)
•Incentives for ILP participation
•Referral to a mentoring program
•Assist youth in obtaining their birth certificate, social security card,
California Identification Card or California Driver’s License
•Assist youth in obtaining access to view their child welfare case file(s)

Dream Center, 1801 19th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

http://www.kcdhs.org/ILP/



Community Resources 

• Emancipated youth and AB 12 Youth may be eligible for Cal-
Fresh (formerly Food Stamps). Stop by the Dream Center at
1801 19th Street and see Ashley Hollins to complete an
application or visit www.C4Yourself.com to apply online.

• Call 211 if you are in need of household assistance such
housing, food, clothing, childcare or utility assistance.

• Drivers Training: We have 40 slots for driver's training for ILP
youth. Contact your ILP Social Worker to make the request.
First come first serve, until all of the slots are filled.

• Unclaimed Trust Funds for former ILP:
Former Kern County Foster Youth who participated in various
activities provided by the Department and other Community
Based Organizations, may have a trust fund balance that was
not disbursed when you emancipated. You may be eligible to
receive funds for participating in these activities, such as,
classes, workshops, THP Plus or ILP events.
Unclaimed trust funds have been transferred to the Kern County
Treasurer Tax Collector Office located at 1115 Truxtun Avenue in
Bakersfield, CA. The funds will remain with the Treasurer for
three years, until 2021. To verify if there are funds being held at
the Treasurer's Office in your name, you may go on-line, go to
the Kern County Treasure Website then select Unclaimed
Money, from there you will search the database. If funds are
located, please follow their instructions to claim the funds.

Ashley Hollins



THE DREAM CENTER

• The Dream Center is an innovative resource center for current and former foster youth.
Youth can receive assistance with education, employment, Cal-Fresh/Medi-cal and
community resource needs. Youths can utilize Dream Center services up to the age of 24.

• All current and emancipated youth will find their ILP Workers, Keith Hollins, Stacy
Loyd, Andrea Martinez, Maria Escalante, and Tamara Roberts at the Dream Center and
Francisco Martinez at OC Sills on E. California and Union Ave.

• AB 12 Social Workers are also located at the Dream Center.

• New Location: 1801 19th Street in downtown Bakersfield phone number (661-636-4488)

• Like the Dream Center on Face book for news and information!

• The Dream Center is a Condom Access Site for Kern County and gives out free condoms.
We want you to be safe and protected from Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) and
unwanted pregnancies.

• Dream Center offers snack bags and treats when available. Snack bags will only be given
out when the client is leaving the center. If the Dream Center has breakfast snacks, they
will be given out daily between 8:00 AM – 4:30PM.

• Dream Center clothing closet offers work attire and everyday wear. Youth can only utilize
the clothing closet once a month.

• Now youth may wash and dry a load of clothing and/or take a shower
onsite.

enterenter

reamream



Dream Center Updates

You’re Invited!   
The Dream Center has a few extra special events planned in 
December and January, to celebrate the holidays and YOU!   You’re 
invited:
December 14, 2018 from 12:30 to 2:00 for a hot tri‐tip lunch, 
decorate cookies, and make Christmas gifts.
December 21, 2018 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. for a special meal to 
celebrate Christmas with us.
January 3, 2018 from 12:30 to 2:00 for “New Year, New You!”  We’ll 
have a hot meal and fun activities.  Prizes will be given out to youth 
who fully participate.
Need hygiene or cleaning supplies, clothes, household items, help 
with jobs, housing or anything else??  Come to the Dream Center!
We are located at 1801 19th Street (corner of G and 19th Streets), or 
call us at (661) 636‐4488 Monday through Friday, 8:00 to 4:30.
To keep up with Dream Center happenings like us on Facebook.  We 
post activities and events each week.  



DreamCenter Updates cont.



Who’s Who at the Dream Center

Foster Youth Specialist
Kern County Network for Children (KCNC)

Clerk Typist I
Foster Youth Services (FYS)

Prevention Services 
Facilitator Foster Youth Services (FYS)

Sara Espinoza

Bryanna Woods

Rolando Hernandez



Who’s Who at the Dream Center

Social Services Worker II 
Extended Foster Care/AB 12 Unit

Social Services Worker III 
Independent Living Program 

(ILP) Unit

Social Services Worker III
Independent Living Program 

(ILP) Unit 

Maria Escalante

Andrea Martinez

Katherine Santana







Bakersfield College Online Enrollment Steps
Step 1
Apply to Bakersfield College Online at www.bakersfieldcollege.edu .

Step 2
Attend Orientation
The Orientation formally introduces you to BC and prepares you for success. Register online for the in‐
person Orientation, or complete the Orientation online.

Step 3
Take the Placement Test
The Placement Testing process places you into English, Reading, and Math classes. These classes are 
the foundation for all other classes here at BC. Take the Placement Test at Testing and Placement 
Center anytime during their business hours with your photo ID and your BC ID or SSN. Practice tests 
are available online.

Step 4
Develop an Education Plan
Attend the New Student Workshop in person to develop your Abbreviated Student Education Plan with 
a Counselor. If you choose to complete the New Student Workshop online, you will need to contact the 
Counseling department at 661‐395‐4421 to schedule an individual appointment to develop your 
Education Plan.

Concurrent Enrollment
High school student wishing to enroll while still attending high school must submit a Concurrent 
Enrollment Form. Read more about this additional step at High School Concurrent Enrollment.

Veterans
An Abbreviated Student Education Plan does not satisfy VA requirements. While you will need to 
complete the New Student Workshop, you will also need to meet with the Veterans Advisor to 
complete a Comprehensive Educational Plan. See the Veterans Enrollment Steps for more details on 
the extra steps for veterans.

Step 5
Register for Classes 
Instructions for registering for classes are available online. If you are still unsure about the classes you 
should register for, please meet with a counselor or educational advisor in the Counseling department 
(CSS Building, 1st Floor).

International Students
There are many steps in addition to these for International Students. Please read about Admission 
Criteria and Enrollment Steps for International Students.



Upcoming ILP Events
DECEMBER 2018
 Health/Sex Education & CSEC Workshop (two groups‐girls and boys‐ ages 14‐20)

Date: December 12th
Time: 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Location: Career Resource Department Room 101, 
2727 F St. Bakersfield, CA 93301

• Housing/Budgeting Workshop
JANUARY 2019
 Tier I/Tier II Life Skills Classes Orientation‐ 3rd Session

Date: January 8, 2019
Time: 5:00pm – 6:00pm
Location: Career Resource Department, 2727 F St. Bakersfield, CA 93301
*Class begins on January 14, 2019 and ends May 3, 2019

 Financial Aid Workshop
Date: January 16, 2019
Time: 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Location: Bakersfield College Student Services Building

• Grilling 101
FEBRUARY 2019
 Tier I/Tier II continues January 14, 2018 – May 3, 2019 at the Career Resource 

Department, 2727 F St. from 5:00pm – 6:30pm. As a reminder, there is a 
possibility for youth that complete the Tier 1 classes for paid volunteer services 
and a paid work experience after completing the Tier 2 classes. Couponing 101

Date: August 7th

Time: 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Location: Dream Center, 1801 19th St. Bakersfield, CA 93301

• Cooking 101
Date: August 14th
Time: 4:00pm – 6:00pm
Location: Dream Center, 1801 19th St. Bakersfield, CA 93301


