
AGENDA 

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
1115 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Regular Meeting  
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

6:30 P.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS 

All agenda items and supporting documentation are available for public review at the Kern County 
General Services Division, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 3rd Floor, in Bakersfield, CA 93301 during regular 
business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, following posting of the agenda. Any 
supporting documentation that relates to an agenda item that is distributed after the agenda is posted 
and prior to the meeting will also be available at the same location. Please be advised that face masks 
are required when visiting 1115 Truxtun Avenue.  

Commissioners:     Vacant, District I; 
William Chapman, District II; 
Kathleen Arnold-Chambers, District III; 
Lorena Cervantes, District IV; and  
Ucedrah Osby, District V 

Microsoft Teams Meeting Link (click me) 

For telephone access to the meeting: 
Phone +1 831-296-3421   
Conference ID: 119 283 839# 

Disclaimer: This agenda includes the proposed actions and activities with respect to each agenda 
item as of the date of posting.  As such, it does not preclude the Commission from modifying the 
recommendations of staff or taking different actions than those proposed.   

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

1. Recognition of Former Commissioner, Gary Bray of District 1; PRESENT CERTIFICATE OF
RECOGNITION TO FORMER COMMISSIONER.

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, COMMENTS, AND REQUESTS 

2. Item number two is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter not
on this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction.  No response is required from
the Commission or staff, and no action can be taken on items not on the agenda; however,
Commissioners may respond briefly to statements made or questions posed.  Commissioners
may ask a question for clarification, make a referral to staff for factual information, or request
staff to report back to the Commission at a later meeting.  SPEAKERS ARE LIMITED TO TWO
MINUTES.  PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzA1MTIxMzgtMmQwYi00ZmRjLWI1YzgtNDAxMmY1MjIwMDc5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e0f2e4b5-0515-4028-99f2-2e7a43fe5379%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224e65cbbb-5ed5-401c-80f4-c9193b1f6691%22%7d


 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

3. All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by staff.  
Consent items will be considered first and may be approved by one motion if no member of the 
Commission or public wishes to comment or ask questions.  If discussion is desired, the item 
will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered in the listed sequence.      

 
 i. Approval of Minutes:  Regular meeting on April 21, 2021; APPROVE 
 ii. Miscellaneous Correspondence; RECEIVE AND FILE 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
4. General Services – Status Updates; INFORMATIONAL 
 

i. Hart Memorial Park – Update 
ii. California Ave. Property – Update  

 ii. Proposition 68 – Per Capita – Update  
 iii. Proposition 68 – Regional Parks Program – Update  
 iv. Off-highway Vehicle (OHV) Park – Update  
 
5. Park Ranger – Status Update; INFORMATIONAL 
 
6. Park Showcase – Lamont Park – District 4; INFORMATIONAL 
 

NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 
7. Consideration of Administrative and Procedural Rules for the Proceedings of the Parks and 

Recreation Commission; ADOPT PROPOSED PROCEDURAL RULES 
 
8. Kern County OHV 2021 Grant Cycle Applications; DISCUSS; REVIEW GRANT 

APPLICATION SUBMITTALS; SUBMIT GRANT AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS TO 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.  

 
COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
9.   On their own initiative, Commission members may make a brief announcement or a brief report 

on their own activities.  Commissioners may request that an item be agendized at a future 
meeting, make a referral to staff for factual information, or request that staff report back to the 
Commission at a later meeting.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
10. Adjourn to next regular meeting, scheduled for June 16, 2021 at 6:30 p.m., to be conducted 

as a virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams (unless otherwise changed and published).  



Americans with Disabilities Act
(Government Code Section 54953.2) 

The Kern County Administrative Center is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled
individuals who need assistance to attend or participate in a meeting of the Kern County Parks
and Recreation Commission may request assistance at the Kern County Parks and Recreation

Division, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 3rd Floor, Bakersfield, or by calling (661) 868-7000. Every effort
will be made to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by making meeting material 
available in alternate formats. Requests should be made five (5) working days in advance 
whenever possible. 

To obtain past Agendas or Minutes, please visit our website at: 
https://www.kerncounty.com/gsd/parks/ 



   1115 Truxtun Ave. 3rd Floor Bakersfield, CA. 93301 |  661.868.3000 | TTY Relay 800.735.2929 | gs-questions@kerncounty.com 

 
Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission Virtual Meeting Protocol and Instructions for 

Providing Public Comment during Virtual Meetings due to Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
 
On March 17, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 
(https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf), which includes a 
waiver of Brown Act provisions requiring the physical presence of the Commission members or the 
public to attend and participate at Commission meetings in light of the COVID- 19 pandemic.  
Consistent with the Executive Order, Commission members may elect to attend the meeting 
telephonically and to participate in the meeting to the same extent as if they were physically present. 
 
Instructions to the public: 
 
How to watch/attend a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting: 
 

• Until further notice, the Parks and Recreation Commission meetings will not be physically open 
to the public. 

• Virtual or remote meetings will be held on the following platform: 
o Microsoft Teams (links and call in information to be provided on Kern County website). 
o Meetings will be recorded for future access and reviewing capability. 

 
 
 
Instructions for providing public comment via Microsoft Teams DURING Commission meetings: 
 
How to participate in a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting: 
 
The public has the right to comment on a specific agenda item or provide general public comment under 
Public Presentations. 
 

• During the Microsoft Teams meeting, when using the application, use the “Raise Your Hand” 
feature/and wait to be called upon to provide public comment.  

• To maintain order and effectiveness, please only enable your device microphone if you are called 
upon for public comment.  

• When using the call in line through Microsoft Teams, press *6 to unmute your phone to request 
to speak.  

• Anyone who intends to introduce documents at the time of the meeting should send them in an 
electronic format so they may be shared with members joining remotely. The documents may be 
sent to brewerc@kerncounty.com. 
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MINUTES 

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
1115 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Regular Meeting  
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 

6:30 P.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS 

A meeting of the Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission was held on Wednesday, April 21, 
2021. Chairman Osby presided.  

Present: Commissioner William Chapman, District II; Commissioner Kathleen Arnold-
Chambers, District III; and Lorena Cervantes, District IV  

Absent: Vacant, District I; 

Staff: Brian Van Wyk – Deputy County Counsel; Geoffrey Hill – Chief General Services Officer; 
Carl Brewer, Senior CAO Manager – General Services; and Matt Howard, General 
Services Manager – General Services. 

Others: There were seventeen (17) others present 

NOTE: Ch, Ar, Ce, and Os are abbreviations for Commissioners Bray, Chapman, Arnold-
Chambers, Cervantes, and Osby. As an example, Ar-Ch denotes Commissioner 
A r n o l d - C h a m b e r s  made a motion and Commissioner Chapman seconded the 
motion. 

Meeting called to order at 6:33 p.m. 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

1. This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any
matter not on this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction.  No response is
required from the Commission or staff, and no action can be taken on items not on the agenda;
however, Commissioners may respond briefly to statements made or questions posed.
Commissioners may ask a question for clarification, make a referral to staff for factual
information, or request staff to report back to the Commission at a later meeting.

MARION VARGAS HEARD REGARDING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BEFORE THE
COMMISSION.

2. Scheduled Presentation by Eddy Laine: Report regarding Hart Park Working Group issues.

EDDY LAINE HEARD REGARDING THE HART PARK WORKING GROUP ISSUES.



 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

3. All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by staff.  
Consent items will be considered first and may be approved by one motion if no member of the 
Commission or public wishes to comment or ask questions.  If discussion is desired, the item 
will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered in the listed sequence.      

 
I. Approval of Minutes:  Regular meeting on March 17, 2021. CH-AR TO APPROVE THE 
MARCH 17, 2021, MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 4 AYES – 0 OPPOSED  

 
 II. Miscellaneous Correspondence. CE-CH TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE WRITTEN 

CORRESPONDENCE FROM BILL COOPER DATED AUGUST 2, 2019, REGARDING THE 
PRIORITIES OF THE HART PARK WORKING GROUP; THE WRITTEN 
CORRESPONDENCE DATED JANUARY 21, 2021, FROM THE SIERRA CLUB KERN-
KAWEAH CHAPTER REGARDING PROPOSITION 68 PER CAPITA FUNDING; THE 
WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DATED MARCH 1, 2021, FROM EDDY LAINE REGARDING 
LEVERAGE FUNDING; THE WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DATED JANUARY 26, 2021, 
FROM EDDY LAINE REGARDING PROPOSITION 68 PER CAPITA FUNDING; THE 
WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DATED MARCH 10, 2021, FROM EDDY LAINE 
REGARDING PROPOSITION 68 PER CAPITA FUNDING; THE CORRESPONDENCE 
DATED MARCH 22, 2021, FROM EDDY LAINE REGARDING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
FROM THE MARCH 17, 2021, MEETING, AND THE WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DATED 
MARCH 30, 2021, FROM SHILHA HALL REGARDING BOAT RACING AT LAKE MING. 4 
AYES O OPPOSED  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
4. General Services – Status Updates 
 

I. Hart Memorial Park – GEOFFREY HILL, CHIEF GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER WAS 
PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE HART 
MEMORIAL PARK ADOBE PROJECT. GEOFFREY HILL ADVISED THAT ONCE THE PLAN 
CHECK AND PERMITTING PROCESS ARE COMPLETED, THE PROJECT WILL BE SENT 
OUT TO BID, A CONTRACTOR WILL BE SELECTED, THEN THE PROJECT WILL BEGIN. 
 
II. Camp Okihi and Shell Park – Received Use Proposals – GEOFFREY HILL, CHIEF 
GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO REPORT 
THAT A USE PROPOSAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED FOR CAMP OKIHI FROM THE WHITE 
WOLF WELLNESS FOUNDATION TO BRING THEIR COMMUNITY YOGA, MEDITATION, 
SOUND AND SELF-EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM TO THE FACILITY.  

 
KATHERINE AND STEPHEN WINTERS, CFO AND CEO OF THE WHITE WOLF WELLNESS 
FOUNDATION WERE PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE A 
PRESENTATION ON THEIR ORGANIZATION AND HOW THEY WOULD LIKE TO 
INCORPORATE THEIR PROGRAM INTO CAMP OKIHI.  
 
III. Proposition 68 – Per Capita – CARL BREWER, SENIOR CAO MANAGER WAS 
PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO INFORM THEM THAT THE PER CAPITAL 
FUNDING AWARD WILL BE ALLOCATED TO CONTINUING WITH THE EXECUTION OF 
THE HART MEMORIAL MASTER PLAN AS PRESENTED TO THE KERN COUNTY BOARD 



OF SUPERVISORS. STAFF IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH FIRMS ON THE DESIGNS 
FOR A PALY AREA AND WATER FEATURE.  

IV. Proposition 68 – Regional Parks Program – CARL BREWER, SENIOR CAO MANAGER
WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO INFORM THEM THAT STAFF IS
CURRENTLY WORKING WITH THE COUNTY’S GRANT CONSULTING FIRM TO BEING
THE PROCESS FOR THE REGIONAL PARKS PROGRAM.

V. Off-highway Vehicle (OHV) Park – CARL BREWER, SENIOR CAO MANAGER WAS
PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE
STATUS OF THE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE (OHV) GRANT FOR A FUTURE OHV PARK IN
KERN COUNTY.

5. Park Ranger – Status Update – IN THE ABSENCE OF SHANE DENTON, SUPERVISING
PARK RANGER, CARL BREWER, SENIOR CAO MANAGER PROVIDED THE COMMISSION
WITH A VERBAL UPDATE REGARDING THE 30-DAY RANGER STATUS REPORT.

6. Park Showcase – Camp Yenis Hante – District 1; STAFF PROVIDED THE COMMISSION
WITH A SHOWCASE OF CAMP YENIS HANTE LOCATED IN DISTRICT 1 OF GREENHORN,
CA. CAMP YENIS HANTE CAN ACCOMMODATE UP TO 140 PEOPLE, HAS 17 UNHEATED
CABINS WITH BUNK BEDS AND ELECTRICITY, A KITCHEN/DINING BUILDING WITH
REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS, HOT WATER, ELECTRICITY, AND COOKING UTENSILS,
A SHOWER BUILDING WITH RESTROOMS, AND AN OUTDOOR THEATER AREA.

NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS 

7. Consideration of Administrative and Procedural Rules for the Proceedings of the Parks and
Recreation Commission; BRIAN VAN WYK – DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL PROVIDED THE
COMMISSION WITH THE PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROCEDURAL RULES FOR
THE PROCESSING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION WERE REVIEW.
COMMISSION INSTRUCTED STAFF TO PLACE THIS ITEM ON THE MAY MEETING
AGENDA FOR REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION.

8. Future On-site Parks Community Meetings; HEAR PRESENTATION; DISCUSS –
COMMISSIONER OSBY INFORMED THE COMMISSIONERS THAT A MEETING WITH THE
COMMUNITY MEMBERS WAS HELD AT POTOMAC PARK TO DISCUSS THE COMMUNITY
BASED PLANS FOR THE PARK RENOVATIONS IN THE STATEWIDE PARKS PROGRAM
GRANT APPLICATION. COMMISSIONER OSBY ADVISED THAT THE MEETING WAS A
SUCCESS AND ENCOURAGED HER FELLOW COMMISSIONERS TO HOLD COMMUNITY
MEETINGS IN THEIR DISTRICTS AS WELL.

9. Belle Terrace Parks Improvements Update; HEAR PRESENTATION; DISCUSS – STAFF
PROVIDED THE COMMISSION WITH A VERBAL REPORT REGARDING THE
IMPROVEMENTS THAT HAD BEEN MADE TO BELLE TERRACE PARK OVER THE PAST
SEVERAL YEARS.

10. List of Parks by District – HEAR PRESENTATION; DISCUSS – STAFF PROVIDED THE
COMMISSION WITH A SPREADSHEET OF ALL PARKS BY DISTRICT.



 

 

11. Kern County OHV 2021 Grant Cycle Applications; DISCUSS; REVIEW GRANT APPLICATION 
SUBMITTALS. AWARD DECISION TO BE MADE IN MAY 2021 – STAFF PROVIDED THE 
COMMISSION WITH THE 2020-2021 OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE (OHV) FUNDING REQUEST 
APPLICATIONS FROM THE KERN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, STEWARDS OF THE 
SEQUOIA AND THE KERN COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION. IT WAS NOTED 
BY STAFF THAT ALL APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED MEET THE GRANT CRITERIA, AS THE 
FUNDS WOULD BE USED TO HELP SUPPORT STAFF TIME AND EQUIPMENT FOR TRAIL 
MAINTENANCE OR TO PATROL AREAS USED BY OFF HIGHWAY MOTOR VEHICLES. 
ADDITIONALLY, IT WAS NOTED BY STAFF THAT DECISIONS ON THE APPLICATION 
AWARD WERE TO BE MADE AT THE MAY 19, 2021, PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION MEETING.  

 
COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
12.   On their own initiative, Commission members may make a brief announcement or a brief report 

on their own activities.  Commissioners may request that an item be agendized at a future 
meeting, make a referral to staff for factual information, or request that staff report back to the 
Commission at a later meeting. IT WAS REQUESTED BY THE COMMISSION THAT STAFF 
PLACE THE TOPIC OF RECOGNIZING FORMER COMMISSIONER BRAY ON THE NEXT 
MEETING AGENDA.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
13. Adjourn at 8:13 p.m. to next regular meeting, scheduled for May 19, 2021 at 6:30 p.m., to be 

conducted as a virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams. 
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Matthew Howard

From: Carol Lair 
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 8:02 PM
To: Geoffrey Hill; Carl Brewer; Matthew Howard; Nicholas Cullen; Shane Denton; Barbara Hays
Subject: REPORT TO GENERAL SERVICES AND KERN COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES FOR MARCH 2021

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or provide information 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

3-2-21  Picked up a black cat and took it to KCAS for adoption.

3-6-21  Rescued a long haired brown tabby with huge mats of fur
all over her body.  She was taken to the vet and shaved and then to
our sanctuary.

3-6-21  A park visitor reported that a black male cat had been killed
by a car.

3-10-21  Three kittens and one adult cat were rescued by park
visitors.

3-17-21  Light orange cat picked up and taken to our sanctuary.

3-26-21  Long haired black/white cat with an eye injury rescued and
taken to our sanctuary.

1 cat taken to KCAS

3 cats taken to our sanctuary

4 cats taken by park visitors

1 cat killed by a car.

TOTAL CATS REMOVED FROM THE PARK:  9
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Matthew Howard

From: Carol Lair 
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 7:56 PM
To: Geoffrey Hill; Carl Brewer; Matthew Howard; Shane Denton; Nicholas Cullen; Barbara Hays; John 

Pimienta
Subject: REPORT TO GENERAL SERVICES & KCAS FOR APRIL 2021

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or provide information 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

REPORT TO GENERAL SERVICES & KCAS FOR APRIL 2021

4-9-21  We rescued three 6 week old kittens abandoned at the park and took them to
our sanctuary.  All three were female.

4-9-21  A cat was hit by a car and killed.

4-20-21  We picked up a friendly cat and took it to KCAS for adoption.

4-22-21  We assisted in the rescue of two dogs abandoned at the park.

4-25-21   We rescued a 4 month old female kitten and took it to our sanctuary.

4 kittens taken to our sanctuary

1 cat taken to KCAS

1 cat died at the park

TOTAL CATS REMOVED FROM THE PARK: 6

April was the calm before the storm.  Kitten season is just beginning and already May 
is shaping up to be very busy.  As of the 12th of May we have removed 12 cats and 
kittens from the park.  

Carol Lair
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P.O. Box 3357 

Bakersfield, CA 93385 

 

April 28, 2021 

 

Lee Butterfield 

Manager, Grant Administration Section 

Office of Grants and Local Services 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 

P.O. Box 942896 

Sacramento, CA.  94296-0001 

 

Dear Mr. Butterfield: 

 

This is a follow-up to previous correspondence you are received regarding State of 

California Proposition 68 Per Capita funding in Kern County.  

 

State Guidance indicates a preference for Proposition 68 Per Capita funding for 

parks located in and serving those who are economically disadvantaged (often 

people of color).  Kern County intends to allocate the full amount of Proposition 68 

Per Capita funding, $1.47 million, to one inappropriate project--a “play area with a 

splash pad” in Hart Park.  Hart Park is a regional nature park located several miles 

from any economically disadvantaged neighborhood.   As we note below, the Sierra 

Club and other local organizations have long advocated that these funds be used to 

upgrade neighborhood parks in economically disadvantaged areas.  We would ask 

that your Department request that Kern County re-consider its plans for the use of 

this Per Capita allocation of $1.47 million. 

 

This allocation is the only non-competitive allocation of Proposition 68 funding available 

to the County of Kern.  Kern County’s residents in communities such as Delano, 

McFarland, Wasco, Shafter, Buttonwillow, Maricopa, Arvin and Lamont as well as 

unincorporated portions of East, South and Southeast Bakersfield need improved parks.   

 

These are people for whom parks (and especially neighborhood parks) are vitally 

important for recreational purposes.  Many residents of these areas are Kern County’s 

“essential workers” (agricultural, food service and workers in health care) for whom 

outdoor time (usually with their families) is invaluable.      

 

One of the Vision Goals of the Office of Grants and Local Services is to be “Responsive 

to the needs of applicants, grantees, nonprofit organizations, legislative members and 

department employees.” 
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With regard to these Per Capita funds, that would seemingly include members of local 

commissions such as our Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission (appointed by 

the members of the Kern County Board of Supervisors), the Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah 

Chapter and the Hart Park Working Group.     

 

A previous Chronology of Proposition 68 Per Capita Funding submitted to your 

Department documented: (1) attempts by Parks and Recreation Commissioner (now 

Chair) Ucedrah Osby’s in September and November of 2020 to obtain information about 

the use of these funds and (2) advocacy from the Sierra Club that these funds be used in 

parks in areas serving those who are economically-disadvantaged (which per State 

Guidance would eliminate the need for a 20% Kern County matching funds contribution).   

  

On April 21, 2021 Kern County General Services Chief Geoffrey Hill specifically 

indicated (by e-mail) that Kern County intends to allocate the full amount of these funds 

to one project--a “play area with a splash pad.”   That full amount would be $1.76 million 

because $294,000 in Kern County matching funding would be necessary because Hart 

Park is not located in an economically disadvantaged area. 

 

There are a number of problematic issues raised by this plan:   

 

1.  Kern County is now facing a drought.  Local leaders have requested Governor 

Newsom to declare a drought emergency.  The last time there was a drought the City of 

Bakersfield closed water features such as this one being proposed.  It doesn’t make sense 

to pursue planning for this project at this time.   

 

2.  Unlike many of proposed improvements in Hart Park, a splash pad would only be able 

to be used seasonally.   

 

3.  Public transportation is not available to Hart Park.  This is an issue which the Hart 

Park Working Group has indicated is a major issue of concern.  The use of Per Capita 

funding in neighborhoods serving those who are economically disadvantaged or in parks 

with easy bus access would make more sense and (again) reach the population targeted 

by State Guidance.    

 

4.  The Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission was not given an opportunity to 

advise the Kern County Board of Supervisors regarding the distribution of these funds.  

The Commission’s role is to act “as an advisor to the Board of Supervisors” and staff “in 

matters of policy related to parks and recreation” (Kern County Code of Ordinance Title 

2 Administration, Chapter 2.5 Parks and Recreation Commission).  There was no 

Commission action item which permitted that advice about Per Capita funding to occur.    

 

As referenced, the Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter in correspondence in 2020 and this 

year recommended that these funds be distributed throughout the five Supervisorial 

Districts (reaching the targeted population and avoiding the use of Kern County matching 
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funds).  In discussions last year with State Parks and Recreation Department staff, we 

were assured that several separate projects could be developed.   

 

The primary issue for the Sierra Club is the fair distribution of Per Capita funding.  

Economically disadvantaged communities with parks need funding.  We repeatedly 

voiced our concerns last year and earlier this year.   There was no organization 

advocating that Per Capita funding to be used for a “splash pad” during this period of 

time.  

 

If pro-rated the $280,000 in Per Capita funding per Supervisorial District would be 

enough of a parks project in each of those districts serving economically disadvantaged 

areas.  Kern County could also pro-rate the $294,000 in Kern County general funds (for 

matching purposes) required for this splash pad in Hart Park among the five districts. 

  

5.  The Hart Park Working Group has not been consulted about these funds.  The Hart 

Park Working Group is a committee of the Kern River Parkway Foundation (an aside the 

Kern River Parkway was formalized by action of the Board of Supervisors in July of 

2020).  Hart Park is in the Kern River Parkway. 

 

This Working Group includes not only leadership from the Kern River Parkway 

Foundation, but from the Sierra Club, Audubon of Kern, Panorama Vista Preserve and 

other interested/concerned individuals.  Members of the Kern County Parks and 

Recreation Commission are invited to Working Group meetings and often attend. 

Kern County staff also regularly attend.  Periodically staff from Third District Supervisor 

Mike Maggard’s office have also attended. 

 

The Working Group met 14 times from June 15, 2018 to February 23, 2021—with Kern 

County staff in attendance at most of these meetings.  Notes/reports from those meetings 

were regularly sent to the Kern County Board of Supervisors and Kern County Parks and 

Recreation Commission.  This Working Group carefully developed a priorities list for 

Hart Park and was recognized as recently as Sunday, April 18 in a front page article in 

The Bakersfield Californian for its work.   

 

This Working Group is the major on-going community-based collaboration between the 

County of Kern and the community with regard to Hart Park issues. 

 

During those many meetings there has been on-going consultation regarding the 

restoration of a Peacock/Adobe House (a former ranger house) as an interpretative center 

as well as a wide variety of other Hart Park issues.  Two examples:  major improvements 

in restrooms and a hazardous condition on the Kern River All-Purpose Trail running 

through the park.  However, Kern County staff did not discuss this splash pad with the 

Working Group for review and comment.  Rather, at an April 8, 2021 meeting there was 

an announcement that it would be done (without a discussion of funding).  No review of 

plans.  No opportunity to request other priorities more suitable for Hart Park.  No 

collaboration with stakeholders.   Again, referencing the State’s Vision Statement, the 
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needs of the community as evidenced by these on-going Hart Park meetings and 

recommendations about future work in Hart Park were not heard. 

 

Possible staff use of a Hart Park Master Plan (a Power Point presentation) developed 

before Per Capita funding levels were known or State Guidance issued as a basis for the 

splash pad would be inconsistent with the selective use (or not) of the Master Plan.  Two 

years ago $500,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding was 

approved to restore the Peacock/Adobe House after community opposition to it being 

demolished.  The Master Plan called for its demolition.  An additional $500,000 was 

recently added.  Yet, even though $1,000,000 in funding has been approved and bids are 

underway for Peacock/Adobe House restoration, the Peacock/Adobe House is not in the 

Hart Park Master Plan.  At the April 8, 2021 meeting Kern County Administrative 

Officer Ryan Alsop told the Working Group “not to worry about” other major 

components of the plan (a dog park and amphitheater) which were opposed by the 

Working Group.       

 

Among issues which the Working Group could have discussed during its 14 meetings 

about Hart Park issues could have with regarding to this splash pad proposal would have 

been: (a) its cost and location, (b) the source of water for this proposal, (c) whether the 

water would be recycled and filtered, and (d) how this proposal ranked when considering 

the many other proposals for improvements in Hart Park. 

 

6.  Hart Park is a regional park.  The concept for the original Hart Park Master Plan was 

to “enhance and improve the natural beauty of the existing park, land, and landscape 

features.”  This proposal which would eliminate some park land (amount unknown 

because there has not been a process to review the proposal) does the opposite. 

 

7.  A closely related concern is whether CEQA Guidelines would apply to such a project.   

Kern County would need to address the potentially aesthetic impact of this splash pad in 

Hart Park on the park experience and may require mitigation to reduce such an impact. 

Before this project is considered further, this and potentially other CEQA issues would 

need to be addressed.   

 

8.  Other funding is available for Hart Park upgrades.  Recently Kern County allocated 

$615,000 in Kern County General Funds for a Trails Project and (as previously indicated) 

$1,000,000 for Hart Park.  Also, Kern County is eligible to apply for an upcoming 

Proposition 68 Proposal Regional Parks Grant for the Peacock/Adobe Interpretative 

Center (with interpretative centers being one of the major priorities for these funds).  This 

would be in collaboration with the Kern County Parkway Foundation (who will 

coordinate volunteer staffing for the interpretative center).  We have been in contact Kyle 

Bowlin of your Department.  He has provided considerable detailed information with 

regard to a wide variety of issues regarding these funds. 

 

It is not known if your Department has already received a Kern County Board of 

Supervisors Resolution regarding the use of these Per Capita funds.  If so, we would ask 

that your Department request that Kern County re-consider its plans for the use of its Per 
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Capital allocation of $1.47 million.  This request is based upon the issues raised in this 

letter and previous correspondence regarding this issue.  We would also request that legal 

staff from your Department review the issues raised in this letter. 

 

Neighborhood parks need State of California Per Capita funding—and especially in areas 

with high percentages of people who are economically disadvantaged (often areas with 

high percentages of people of color).  Without a “fair share” of Per Capita funding those 

parks will be left out. 

 

We are copying State Senator Melissa Hurtado and Assemblyman Rudy Salas as these 

are State Proposition 68 funds and their residents will be impacted by this decision. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Eddy Laine, Member, Executive Committee, Sierra Club, Kern-Kaweah Chapter    

 

cc:  California State Senator Melissa Hurtado 

       California State Assemblyman Rudy Salas 

       Kern County Board of Supervisors 

       Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 

       Kern County Administrative Officer Ryan Alsop  

       The Bakersfield Californian 

  







 
                      PRIORITIES OF THE HART PARK WORKING GROUP 
 
Note:  these were reviewed for the Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
at the Commission’s April 21, 2021 meeting.  The request is that they be added to 
the Hart Park Master Plan. 
 
Priorities:  
 
1.  Restoration of the Adobe/Peacock/Ranger House for use as an Interpretative  
     Center (funding already secured and work on restoration beginning soon).  
2.  Designating the existing storage building near the Interpretative Center for use 
     by the Interpretative Center. 
3.  Developing a meeting area behind the Interpretative Center.  
4.  Re-purposing/rehabilitating the existing concrete platform near the 
     Interpretative Center into a stage/platform (with covering for shade) for 
     educational purposes. 
5.  Developing a San Joaquin Valley Native Plant Garden near the Interpretative 
     Center. 
6.  Constructing a Peacock roost near the Interpretative Center.   
7.  Repair and reinforcing the Multi-use Trail in Hart Park near the Interpretative 
     Center (as a portion of the trail is now a safety hazard). 
8.  Replicating the WPA Water Wheel somewhere in the park. 
9.  Re-developing the fishing peninsula. 
10.  The development of the beach at the east end of Hart Lake. 
11.  Bike path-related improvements (the Class 2 bike lane into the east end of Hart 
       Park needs to be widened along with entry point signage improvements).   
12. The development of an equestrian trail management plan. 
13.  The development of a bank erosion plan. 
14. The development of a management plan for Hart Park. 
15. The development of a property management plan to address the degradation of  
      the hills above the Sheriff’s shooting range leading to the Bakersfield Cactus 
      Reserve. 
16. Upgrading the canal area near the Interpretative Center (which has historical 
      significance as a source of water for Hart Lake) in a way that protects nearby 
      riparian habitat and addresses the seemingly permanent stagnant water and  
      trash issues.    
 
 
             May 11, 2021 



 

 

 

Kern County  
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Kern County  

Parks and Recreation Commission 

New/Unfinished/
Other Business 



1115 Truxtun Ave. 3rd Floor Bakersfield, CA. 93301 |  661.868.3000 | TTY Relay 800.735.2929 | gs-questions@kerncounty.com

MEMORANDUM 

To: Parks and Recreation Commission 

From: Kimberly Fleming 
Special Projects Manager 

Date: April 21, 2021 

Subject: Off Highway Vehicle Funding Requests – Commission to receive input and make 
recommendation 

The 2020-2021 Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) funding request cycle opened on Wednesday, March 
24, 2021.  Interested agencies had until Friday, April 9, 2021 to mail in or hand deliver their 
completed proposals.  This year’s cycle includes funds available from the 2019-2020, as no 
grants were awarded last year due to COVID 19. 

In keeping with County policy, 60% of all funds collected will remain in the OHV fund, designated 
for the construction of an OHV park.  The remaining 40% may be awarded to interested nonprofit 
or public agencies in the form of grants.  The breakdown is as follows: 

FY FUNDS 
COLLECTED 

OHV PARK (60%) OHV GRANTS 
(40%) 

2019-2020 $126,742.11 $76,045.26 $50,696.85 

2020-2021 $125,088.30 $75,052.98 $50,035.00 

TOTAL $251,830.41 $151,098.24 $100,732.17 

Deducted from the $100,732.17 in available funds is the cost for advertising as well as a ten 
percent administrative fee that will be retained by the Parks and Recreation Division.  That 
leaves approximately $85,479 available for disbursement.   

This year we received three (3) completed proposals, from the following agencies:  

1. Kern County Sheriff’s Office - $64,700 – Equipment maintenance and Law Enforcement
(Off-Road Vehicle Enforcement Team).

2. Stewards of the Sequoia - $80,000 – Maintenance of Keysville Trail and Signage.
3. Kern County Parks & Recreation Division - $85,000 – Equipment to increase ranger

patrols within Hart Park & Lake Ming and training.
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The Evaluation Criteria for proposals states that the proposals must meet the use criteria 
stipulated in Section 38240 and Section 38240.1 of the California Vehicle Code, which outline 
the allocation and use of vehicle license fees.  Subsection B of Section 38240 deals with the use 
of fees as follows: 

The funds collected under Section 38230 shall be used for any one or more of the following 
purposes: 

(1) Planning, acquiring, developing, constructing, maintaining, administering,
operating, or conserving trails, areas, or other facilities for the use of off-highway motor
vehicles.

(2) Controlling the operation of motor vehicles in areas off the highways where the
operation of motor vehicles is restricted or prohibited.

(3) Otherwise carrying out the provisions of this division.

All applications submitted meet the grant criteria, as the funds would be used to help support 
staff time and equipment for trail maintenance or to patrol areas used by off highway motor 
vehicles.  As mentioned above, only $85,479 is available for the three projects totaling $230,000 
in requests.  Your Commission is to receive public input and make recommendation on funding, 
which will be presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval at its meeting of Tuesday, May 
18, 2021 or a subsequent meeting in May if necessary. 

Thank you. 

Kimberly Fleming 
Special Projects Manager 

Attachments 























































Kern County  

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Adjournment  


