
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSION OF THE 

GREATER BAKERSFIELD SEPARATION OF GRADE DISTRICT 
 
 Held:   May 11, 2020 
 ___________________________ 
 
 A regular meeting of the Commission of the Greater Bakersfield Separation of 
Grade District was held on May 11, 2020, via video and teleconference as authorized by 
Governor Newsom’s Executive Orders issued during the state of emergency as a result 
of COVID-19.  
 
 CALL TO ORDER:   ) 
     ) 
 
 President, Mark J. Smith, called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and presided 
thereat.  
 
ROLL CALL:    ) 
     ) 
 
 The following Commissioners were present: 
       
     Mark J. Smith 
     W. Patrick Marchbanks 
     Steven M. Ruettgers 
     Terry A. Murray 
     John Spaulding 
 
 Also present were Sheila K. Plane and John D. Schuler, District Engineers; and 
Bernard C. Barmann, Jr., District Legal Counsel.  
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS  ) 
 & COMMENTS    
     ) 
 
 None  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, ) 
REGULAR MEETING OF  ) 
APRIL 13, 2020:   ) 
     ) 
 
 On motion of Commissioner Ruettgers, seconded by Commissioner Spaulding, 
and unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting of April 13, 2020, were 
approved. 
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LEGAL COUNSEL'S REPORT: ) 
     ) 
 
 Mr. Barmann reported that the Governor’s executive orders regarding public 
meetings during the coronavirus emergency are still in effect. 
  
 
DISTRICT ENGINEER'S  ) 
REPORT:    ) 
     ) 
 
 Mr. Schuler reported as follows:  
 
 Project Funding Sources. Mr. Schuler spoke with Craig Pope who reported that  
County funding is up in the air. SB1 funding depends on gas tax money and gas sales 
are down. There are funds for infrastructure being put in a stimulus bill that could help 
with the Morning Drive project and High Speed Rail.  
 
 High Speed Rail Project. The 2020 draft business plan comment period was 
extended to June..  
 

Specific Plan Lines. No news.  
 

Morning Drive Project. Underpass design is being considered.  
 
Baker/Truxtun/Beale @ BNSF & UPRR. No news.  
 

 Rosedale Highway at Landco. No news.  
 
 CPUC Nominations 2020-2022. E-filing of applications has to be redone by all 
project applicants.  
 
 Cherry Ave. & Los Angeles St/Beech Ave. @ BNSF. Shafter is meeting tomorrow 
with Caltrans and the CPUC.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  ) 
     ) 
 
 The Secretary then presented the Financial Report for April, 2020, in the form 
attached as Exhibit A. Following discussion, on motion of Commissioner Murray, 
seconded by Commissioner Ruettgers, and unanimously carried, the report was 
approved and ordered filed, vouchers to pay the bills from the District Expense Fund as 
noted in part A(1) of the report and were ordered to be drawn and presented to the 
County Controller for payment. 
     
    AYES:  Mark J. Smith 
      W. Patrick Marchbanks 
      Steven M. Ruettgers 
      Terry A. Murray  





DISTRICT EXPENSE FUND:
Mark Smith Commissioner Expense - April 2020 100.00$              
Steven Ruettgers Commissioner Expense - April 2020 100.00$              
Patrick Marchbanks Commissioner Expense - April 2020 100.00$              
Terry Murray Commissioner Expense - April 2020 100.00$              
John Spaulding Commissioner Expense - April 2020 100.00$              
Kuhs & Parker Professional Services - March 2020 344.50$              
Ruettgers & Schuler Engineering Services - April 2020 14,070.00$         

14,914.50$         
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Exhibit A


