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Kern County Commission On Aging 

Stephanie Lynch, Chairperson 

5357 Truxtun Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA  93309     
(661) 868-1054; (661) 868-1001 FAX          

 

 

 

REGULAR COMMISSION ON AGING MEETING 

MINUTES  

February 24, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. 

Delano Senior Center 

436 Jefferson Street, Delano, CA  93215 

and via Zoom 

 
 

OPENING   

CALL TO ORDER:   

Chair Lynch called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

  

FLAG SALUTE & MOMENT OF SILENCE:   

The flag salute was completed, and a moment of silence was observed. 

 

ROLL CALL OF COMMISSION MEMBERS  

(*Chairperson, **Vice Chairperson, *** Parliamentarian, ****Secretary) 
 

Chair Lynch asked that Commissioner Lemucchi serve as the Parliamentarian in this meeting 

in the absence of Parliamentarian Grasty.  
  

Commission Members Present:   
 

In Person – Kevin Alvey, Susan Bodnar, Jane Decker, Sonia Dhillon, Sherry Gomez, Barbara 

Goodlow, Anabel Hernandez, Norma Jackson, Jan Lemucchi, Ellen Linder, *Stephanie Lynch, 

****Jeremy Oliver (non-voting), Yolanda Prado, Christy Ray, **Judy Snyder 

 

Virtually – ***Kris Grasty 

 

Excused Absences: Gloria Brown, Doris Duquette, Anthony Estrada, Julia Juarez-Ceja,  

 

SECRETARY OLIVER CONFIRMED A QUORUM WAS PRESENT IN PERSON. 

 

Honorary Commission Members Present:   

None. 

 

Aging and Adult Services Staff Present: 

Laura M. Juarez – Office Services Coordinator 
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GUESTS:   
 

In Person:  Joycelyn J. Joseph, Estella Espitia, Henrielle Ruiz, Lubina Ahamada, Cora Luz 

Longatku, Julio Madrigal, Lucia Madrigal, Jose Bethy, Athur Rodriguez, Jose Munoz, Maria A. 

Ortiz, Dobies Saltero, Clerita Saltero, Maria Reynoso, Clarebel Gutierrez, Catherine Vasquez,  
 

Virtually:  Sara Swertfager, Kayla Pinkston, Angel Galvez, Chad Acker, Jessica Carrillo, 

Adriana Talamantez 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

None.  
 

COMMENTS OF GENERAL INTEREST: 
 

Public Comments:  

None. 

 

Commissioner Comments:  

None.  

 

ACTION ITEMS  

• APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion made to approve January 27, 2025, Regular 

Commission on Aging meeting with one amendment to page 1.    

 Motion: Snyder; Second: Jackson; Abstention: Alvey, Goodlow, Linder;  Objection: 0. 

Motion carried. 
 

SERVICE PROVIDER PRESENTATIONS: 
 

DELANO SENIOR CENTER – Angela Domingos 

Angela Domingos reported that their number of clients has remained consistent for the 

Jefferson Community Center. They serve 80-100 people daily on average, including our to-

go meals. They also provided meals for 66 home-bound clients. Revolution Foods has helped 

take on any new Meals on Wheels (MOW) clients in the last year, which has helped increase 

the number of seniors they can provide service to. In that same way of reaching more 

seniors while giving options for food, Delano Unified School District (DUSD) has taken on the 

MOW responsibilities for the city of Delano. They have been managing the program as of 

January 1st of this year. They have been working with DUSD to provide a smooth transition 

from Wellsky management, menu management and route training for their delivery staff.  

The biggest non-food interest for seniors at Jefferson site is its activities, such as Bingo, Arts 

and Crafts, Birthday Celebrations, and chair exercises. This coincidentally leads to larger 

crowds at lunchtime.  For questions: DUSD can be reached at: (661) 721-5075. 

 

GENERAL SERVICES - PARKS AND RECREATION – Isaac Preston 

Not in attendance.  
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VETERANS SERVICE – Jose Lopez 

Jose Lopez was not in attendance but provided the following report that was read by Chair 

Lynch: 

 

I apologize that I cannot be present at today’s meeting, and apologies to Laura who asked 

me for this report a week ago. I am currently in Sacramento for training this week, but the 

Department’s mission continues. We are continuing to provide services and resources to 

veterans, their surviving spouses, and dependents. I previously announced that we are 

taking on volunteers to assist in outreach efforts to rural areas and assisted living facilities. We 

have already gained some interest and as a result, our County IT is adding a link to the 

county website where interested parties can apply. In the meantime, please send inquiries 

for volunteer opportunities directly to me at lopezj@kerncounty.com. Services are always 

available by phone or email at (661) 868-7300 or kernvets@kerncounty.com.  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES – Sara Swertfager, SPHN  

Sara Swertfager attended virtually and reported the following: 

Know You Numbers Events: 

• Blanton Education Center, 315 E 18th St, Bakersfield, 93305, Wednesdays 2- 3 p.m. 

through 3/26/2025 

• David Head Community Building, 10300 San Diego St, Lamont, 93241, Tuesday 3-4 

p.m., March 4th through April 15th  

Vaccination Updates: 

• COVID, Flu, and RSV vaccinations are still available and recommended if not up to 

date for 2024-2025 season 

Public Health Education and Awareness Campaign Launch 

Disease Fighters! 

Valley Fever. West Nile virus. Salmonella. HIV. Every year, thousands of Kern County residents 

are exposed to infectious diseases from breathing in germs and particles, eating 

contaminated food, touching surfaces or from the bite of a mosquito. Join Kern County 

Public Health and become a disease fighter! Protect yourself with simple measures such as 

washing your hands often, avoiding insect bites, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

Each month Public Health will highlight an infectious disease and provide information, 

tools and resources on how to protect yourselves from some of Kern County’s most 

threatening diseases.  

https://www.kernpublichealth.com/healthy-community/community/disease-fighters 

 

Mobile Health Clinic: 

The following services are available on the mobile health clinic: 

mailto:lopezj@kerncounty.com
mailto:kernvets@kerncounty.com
https://www.kernpublichealth.com/healthy-
https://www.kernpublichealth.com/healthy-community/community/disease-fighters
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• Child and adult immunizations 

• Tuberculosis testing 

• Family planning services, including birth control 

• Sexual health services 

• Health screenings 

• Narcan distribution and training 

• Child Health Exams (12 – 18 years of age) 

Appointments preferred, walk ins welcome. Call 661-321-3000 for appointments or questions. 

 

Upcoming Dates and Locations: 

• Ridgecrest Library, 02/25/2025 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 131 E Las Flores Ave, 

Ridgecrest, California 93555 

 

• Lamont Library, 2/26/2025, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 8304 Segrue Rd, Lamont, 

California 93241 

 

• Riverview Park, 2/27/2025, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 401 Willow Dr, Bakersfield, 

California 93308 

 

• Wasco Library, 3/3/2025, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., 1102 7th St, Wasco, California 

93280 

 

• California City Library, 3/5/2025, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., 9507 California City Blvd, 

California City, California 93505 

 

• Boron Library, 03/11/2025, 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 26967 Twenty Mule Team Rd, Boron, 

California 93516 

 

• The Dream Center, 03/12/2025, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., 1801 19th St, Bakersfield, 

California 93301 

 

• Blanton Education Center, 03/13/2025, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 300 E Truxton Ave, 

Bakersfield, California 93305 

 

• Mojave Department of Human Services, 03/17/2025, 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., 2340 

Highway 58, Mojave, California 93501 

 

• Shafter Department of Human Services, 03/18/2025, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 115 N 

Central Valley Hwy, Shafter, California 93263 

http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=9507%2BCalifornia%2BCity%2BBlvd%2c%2BCalifornia%2BCity%2c%2BCalifornia%2B93505
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=9507%2BCalifornia%2BCity%2BBlvd%2c%2BCalifornia%2BCity%2c%2BCalifornia%2B93505
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=1801%2B19th%2BSt%2c%2BBakersfield%2c%2BCalifornia%2B93301
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=1801%2B19th%2BSt%2c%2BBakersfield%2c%2BCalifornia%2B93301
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• Grow Academy Shafter, 03/19/2025, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., 471 W Los Angeles Ave, 

Shafter, California 93263 

 

• Rexland Acres Park, 03/20/2025, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., 355 E Fairview Rd, 

Bakersfield, California 93307 

 

KERN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND RECOVERY SERVICES – Chad Acker 

Chad Ackerman reported there are no updates and no changes with the Department. 

However, they will be having a Black History Resources Fair at 331 18th street on February 

28th from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS) – Gayla Hughes  

Gayla Hughes was not in attendance but provided the following report that was read by 

Chair Lynch: 

 

There is a lot happening at the federal level related to the Medicare Program, including the 

release of a final rule that went over multiple different aspects of improvements to the 

Medicare Program. Over the next couple of years, the Department of Health Care Services 

(DHCS) is going to be working to implement some of the areas that were included in the 

Final Rule.  On October 10, 2023, Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill (SB) 311. The bill 

requires the DHCS to enter into a Medicare Part A buy-in agreement with CMS for qualified 

Medicare beneficiaries through a state plan amendment no later than January 1, 2025.  

Most of these changes will not have a significant impact on county operations; however, 

there are some changes that will require work on the County side. DHCS has been working 

on:  

• How CA will begin the process of buying Medicare Part A premiums. This work will be 

done at the DHCS level, and no impact on counties is anticipated. 

 

• The requirement for individuals who are on SSI to automatically be enrolled in the 

Qualified Medicare Benefit (QMB) program when California becomes a Part A buy-in 

state. DHCS will move forward with adding the QMB aid code for SSI individuals. 

Currently, counties approve QMB eligibility for SSI individuals through CalSAWS (the 

State’s tracker system). Effective January 1, 2025, counties are no longer required to 

approve, or case manage QMB for SSI individuals only. DHCS will work with counties in 

the upcoming months to determine the best approach for ending QMB-only records 

at the county level (CalSAWS).  

 

• Updating some of the Medicare Savings Program (MSP) Notice of Actions (NOAs) will 

ensure all updates are complete and implemented by January 1, 2025. 

 

The Draft PM provides information regarding Senate Bill 311 Medicare Part A buy-in and the 

policy changes included in the 2023 Medicare Final Rule on “Streamlining Medicaid; 

Medicare Savings Program Eligibility Determination and Enrollment” outreach letter mailed 
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out on 1/5/2023 to individuals who are SSI/SSP recipients who are not currently enrolled in the 

QMB program, which includes a total of 2,406 individuals in Kern County who should expect 

to receive a letter.  Additional policy guidance related to other policy changes outlined in 

the 2023 Medicare Final Rule is forthcoming. The letter asks clients to please review and 

provide any feedback by 1/26/2024. 

 

EMPLOYERS' TRAINING RESOURCE (ETR) – Peggy Langels 

Not in attendance. 

 

PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES – Catherine Vasquez    

Catherine Vasquez attended in person and reported the following on two of their grants: 

 

Home Access Grant provides accessible improvements (widen doorways, ramp with 

handrails, accessible toilet, grab bars, or replace tub with accessible shower) for low income 

permanently disabled persons.  Tenant and owner-occupied property are eligible if the 

owner of the property agrees to the work.  An inspection will be completed to determine 

specific needs, and all work is bid for licensed and insured contractors. 

 

Home Improvement Loan provides repairs to the air conditioner, heater, roof, electrical, 

plumbing, flooring, windows, insulation, and painting.  Available to low-income owner-

occupied single-family residence.  There must be sufficient equity to secure a first or second 

mortgage.  The loan is a zero interest, deferred payment loan payable in full when the owner 

no longer occupies the property. 

 

For more information or an application, call Kandi Mosqueda (661) 862-5024. 

 

INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTER (ILC) – Jessica Carrillo 

Jessica Carrillo was not in attendance but provided the following report that was read by 

Chair Lynch: 

 

the Independent Living Center of Kern County (ILCKC) is receiving a home modification 

grant through the Housing Authority of Kern County. This grant would be used to install 

ramps, grab bars in the shower or near the toilet, toilet raisers, and other modifications for the 

benefit of the 62+ population living with disabilities and aging. This program will be starting in 

the following months. 

 

ILCKC staff members have been assisting new and old consumers in accessing long-term 

and short-term services throughout the community, including access to local food pantries, 

IHSS, transportation services, housing resources, IL skills, device training, assistive technology, 

transition, and diversion services. 

 

The staff at ILCKC are actively preparing for this year's ADA conference, scheduled for 

Thursday, July 24th, 2025. ILCKC is looking for local vendors and sponsorships. 
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VICTIM WITNESS PROGRAM – Kayla Pinkston 

Kayla Pinkston attended virtually and introduced Adriana Cuadras Talamantez, who is the 

new Program Coordinator for Victim Services.  Kayla shared the following information about 

their Kern County Victim Services Unit (VSU) & Family Justice Centers:  

▪ Victim Services Unit located at 1300 18th Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301, 

Phone number 661-868-5960 

▪ District Attorney Advocates can assist all victims of crime through the 

criminal justice process 

• Court accompaniment  

• Case Updates 

• California Victims of Crime Compensation application assistance 

• Prosecution & Law Enforcement Accompaniment 

• Victim Impact Statements and Restitution 

o Family Justice Center also located at 1300 18th Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301 

▪ Phone number 661-868-5950 

▪ Walk ins– 8am to 4pm 

▪ Assists Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking 

▪ Partners on site include: 

• Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance (GBLA) 

• Open Door Network 

• Kern County Department of Human Services 

• Kern County Child Support (kiosk) 

• Partners off-site include 

• BHRS 

• Women’s Center High Desert 

o South Family Justice Center located at the Lamont Courthouse on Main Street 

 

Both programs have access to language lines and intakes can be taken over the phone for 

those who are not able to come into our facilities for initial services.  If anyone has questions, 

they can call the Program Coordinator Adriana Cuadras Talamantez 661-868-5956 or 

Program Supervisor Kayla Pinkston 661-868-5955.  

 

STAFF PRESENTATIONS  

AASD SOCIAL SERVICES DIVISION REPORT-    

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Jeremy Oliver  

Jeremy Oliver thanked the Commission and COA Foundation for the cards and donations.  

He reported the following: 

 

FEDERAL 

From Justice in Aging: Congress continued negotiations over their FY 2025 budget resolutions. 

While the House was in recess, numerous Republican lawmakers weighed in both in favor of 
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and against moving forward with the resolution approved by the House Budget Committee 

from the previous week. 

 

The resolution would require the House Energy & Commerce Committee to cut a minimum of 

$880 billion in spending, which can only be accomplished by cutting Medicaid (Medi-Cal for 

CA). Several Republican Representatives have expressed concern that they do not want to 

cut Medicaid or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

 

Meanwhile, the Senate passed their own FY 2025 budget resolution early Friday morning, 

which calls for smaller spending cuts than the House’s. However, an amendment was added 

that would open the door to Medicaid work requirements and increase the Medicare 

eligibility age. The House is planning to vote on their resolution this week. Both the Senate 

and the House must approve the same resolution before voting on any legislation to enact 

spending cuts.” The Department is reviewing the various bills that have been drafted and 

submitted to watch for any impact. Senate Bill (SB) 239 was introduced and it impacts the 

Brown Act related to teleconference meetings and SB 309 related to IHSS provider wages 

are just a couple of examples of bills being watched as they will have impacts on the 

department and or this commission if passed. More to come as the various bills make their 

way through the legislative process. 

 

STATE 

The Department is reviewing the various bills that have been drafted and submitted to 

watch for any impact. Senate Bill (SB) 239 was introduced and it impacts the Brown Act 

related to teleconference meetings and SB 309 related to IHSS provider wages are just a 

couple of examples of bills being watched as they will have impacts on the Department and 

or this commission if passed. More to come as the various bills make their way through the 

legislative process. 

 

DEPARTMENT 

We have completed our mid-year review of the Department and currently are facing a $2.4 

million dollar shortfall in our expenses versus revenues. As a result, we will not be filling 

vacancies in areas that are short in revenues and have stopped adding new clients to the 

Meals on Wheels program and expect waitlists to rise as we try to compensate for over 

projections in the food area of our budget. We are working closely with the County 

Administrative Office to ensure services continue to as many clients as possible. Additionally, 

the county staff are out of contract and there is an anticipated strike to occur on March 5th. 

This can lead to service delivery impacts on all clients throughout the county. 

 

Adult Protective Services is planning for the Annual Elder Abuse Conference. Typically, we try 

to hold our event in the month of June, the week closest to the 15th. We may have Paul 

Greenwood as a speaker for this year’s event and we are currently searching for venues.   

 

The In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) program continues to maintain requirements per 

state mandates though overall seeing a decline in ability to keep up with the increases in 

referrals.   
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The Long-Term Care Ombudsman program is collaborating with the Center for Oral Health to 

connect them with nursing homes in Kern County to participate in a survey assessing the oral 

health of residents. This assessment includes a visual, non-invasive dental and oral cancer 

screening conducted by a dental professional, which takes approximately two minutes per 

resident. Each resident who participates will receive free oral hygiene supplies, including a 

toothbrush, denture brush, and toothpaste, along with a letter detailing the results of the 

screening for the resident or their guardian.  

 

OPERATING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE – S. Bodnar; K. Grasty  

Commissioner Decker reported that she and Parliamentarian Grasty worked on revising the 

Bylaws, not only to add or change where we have seniors and disabled adults, but also to 

make a few other changes and reduce the number of pages from 23 to 13 by adding some 

more information to the procedural manual.  They don't have procedures in the Bylaws, and 

they hope to have a draft by the next meeting. 

 

CALIFORNIA SENIOR LEGISLATURE (CSL) – J. Lemucchi, J. Snyder 

Commissioner Lemucchi provided background information on what they do on the CSL, 

which is to submit ideas or proposals to our state Legislatures to have them hopefully pick up 

bills that will then become law.  They’ve been successful in having some bills become laws 

that started out as a California Senior Legislator proposal.  What they’re looking at for 2025, 

are three bills picked up by State Legislators.  One is out of state physicians and Surgeons 

Telehealth License Exemption, that’s SB 508.  As Jeremy mentioned, SB 239, which is an open 

meeting teleconferencing.  This was a CSL proposal that was started 2023 for 2024 but was 

not picked up then.  It was submitted again for this year and was picked up.  They’re also 

asking for a budget ask that they’ve been working on for many years, the personal needs 

allowance for those on Medi-Cal that are in skilled nursing facilities.  Their personal needs 

allowance is only $35/month.  They’ve been asking to have that amount increased to 

$50/month, and it’s been picked up several times but not signed by the Governor.  California 

is the third lowest state in the nation that has the smallest personal needs allowance, so this 

needs to be increased, and hasn’t been increased since the 80’s.  There are two bills they’re 

supporting, AB 1, which is Residential Property Insurance Wildfire Risk.  This is wanting homes 

maintained for those who live in high fire risk areas, and SB 242, which is Medicare 

Supplemental Coverage for open enrollment period.  Lastly, Senior Rally Day will be held 

virtually again this year on May 6th where you can hear directly from State Legislatures about 

what the Legislature is working on with regards to improving the lives of older adults.   
  

COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENT – K. Grasty; S. Gomez: 

Commissioner Gomez reported the following:  
 

Recently Reappointed: 

1. Gloria Brown – Reappointed by District 2.  Her new term expires 06/17/2026. 

 

2. Norma Jackson – Reappointed by Aging and Adult Services Department.  Her new 

term expires 02/21/2027.   
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New Appointments: 

None. 

 

Resignations: 

None.  

 

Expired Terms: 

1. Julie Juarez-Ceja – for term expired 01/01/2025.  Reappointment letter sent to 

Alzheimer's Disease Association of Kern County on 02/21/2025. 

 

Appointments Soon to Expire:    

1. Kevin Alvey – for term expiring 04/24/2025.   

 

Vacancies: 

1. District 1 – for term expiring 06/17/2026. 

 

2. District 1 - for term expired 08/06/2024 (replacing Genel Hodges). 
 

New Applications Received:  

1. Beth Harrison-Jenkins – Received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors on 

02/18/2025. The Committee has been unsuccessful in reaching Beth by phone and will 

send her a letter listing Commission duties and requirements.   

 

This concludes the Commissioner Appointment Report for February 2025.  

 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – S. Lynch; E. Linder 

No report.  

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – S. Bodnar; B. Goodlow; K. Grasty; J. Lemucchi; S. Lynch; Y. Prado;  

J. Snyder 

Chair Lynch reported the Exec. Committee met February 5, 2025.  Like the Bylaws, the 

orientation binder is overflowing and so we’ve reduced it quite a bit.  The Executive 

Committee is still working on it.   

 

IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (IHSS) ADVISORY – A. Hernandez 

Commissioner Hernandez reported that the IHSS Advisory Committee met last month and 

there’s nothing new to report.  The number of IHSS cases continue to increase.  The Social 

Workers are doing a great job and continue to meet the State’s requirements of enrolling 

members within the 30-day limit.  They’re at about 90% completion rate.   

 

LONG TERM CARE – S. Dhillon; D. Duquette; A. Hernandez; N. Jackson 

Commissioner Hernandez reported members of the committee visited the Valley View Post 

Acute and did a walk through.  Commissioner Ray shared that they were really impressed as 

the facility was clean and had appropriate signs posted.  They talked with a few of the 

residents, and they were happy and well cared for, and the food was good.  They provide a 
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lot of recreational activities. This was her first time there, but the ladies let her know that it has 

improved dramatically since their last visit.  Commissioner Hernandez added that the facility 

is under new administration, and the Administrator welcomed any visitors to go by if they 

were looking for a place for their loved ones.   

 

MARKETING & ORIENTATION COMMITTEE – D. Duquette; G. Hodges; J. Juarez-Ceja; S. Lynch; 

Y. Prado; J. Snyder 

Commissioner Prado reported there is nothing new for Marketing, but they did hold New 

Commissioner orientation for Commissioner Estrada.      

 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE – K. Alvey; G. Brown; B. Goodlow; N. Jackson 

Parliamentarian Grasty reported for Commissioner Brown.  The Commission will be electing 

new Officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, and Parliamentarian) in June.  A slate will be read at the 

April 2025 COA Regular meeting.  Nominations for Officers can be sent via text to 

Commissioner Brown.  

 

SENIOR CENTER ADVISORY – S. Bodnar; B. Goodlow; A. Hernandez; G. Hodges 

Commissioner Goodlow reported that the committee has been divided up, assigning 

different senior centers to the Committee members.  Shafter Senior Center said their meals 

are going well and they had a lot of participation, 20-30 people each day.  They said they 

had no problems, and everything was going ok since the holidays.  She attempted several 

times to contact Wasco Senior Center but couldn’t get in contact with them, so she’ll 

probably drive to make an in person visit.  She talked with Julie at the Taft Senior Center and 

said that they are waiting for the Commission to have their meeting there next month.  She 

talked with Sam, Vice-President of the Tehachapi Senior Center, and he said that things are 

just great there, and the congregate meals are well attended.   They have exercise classes 

and other classes, but they do need another building.  Bakersfield Senior Center will have a 

new building, but they are still looking for a temporary place to relocate to that has a 

supersized kitchen.  They are not accepting applications for the senior housing rooms just yet. 

  

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE – D. Duquette 

Chair Lynch reported that if you have a birthday in February, you should have received a 

birthday card from Commissioner Duquette.  

 

THE AREA AGENCY ON AGING COUNSEL OF CALIFORNIA (TACC) – S. Gomez; S. Dhillon 

Commissioner Gomez reported the meeting was held on February 13, 2025, via Zoom.  There 

were two presentations. The first was entitled, Supporting Housing Stability and Health Among 

Older Adults in Los Angeles, presented by staff of a nonprofit called Affordable Living for the 

Aging(ALA). They showcased various housing units it has in the Los Angeles area. They 

discussed the various funding streams they use to provide housing and health services to 

their clients.  The second presentation was entitled “Housing Opportunity through Inclusivity - 

Tools to Increase Accessible, Affordable Housing”.  Caroline Bas, Chief Housing Officer, of 

The Kelsey, spoke. The Kelsey is a not-for-profit co-developer of housing units targeting low 

income and disabled clients. She discussed its projects which are primarily located in the Bay 

Area. Two members of TACC, Ted Smith, PSA 19, Los Angeles County and Dr. Maria Munguia, 

PSA 18 Ventura, shared their firsthand experiences with the recent Southern California fires. 
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While their neighborhoods were spared, they had many friends that did lose their homes.  

Their observations were “Be Prepared”.  In the event of a fire, first protect your home, second 

protect your neighbors’ homes, and then help your community. Their advice: always be 

ready to evacuate at a moment's notice.   

 

Staff Report   

CCoA Update - Staff reported that at this time there are no significant cuts to the safety net 

programs in the Governor’s proposed budget. 

 

Upcoming TACC General Meeting Dates: 

April 17, 2025 

June 12, 2025 

 

C4A Annual Conference, November 5-7, 2025, at the Hyatt Regency in Orange County 

 

There was a discussion among TACC members about the future of the Older American Act 

given the current situation at the Federal level. Stakeholders and recipients of services are 

encouraged to make their views known to their State and Federal representatives. 

 

TACC unveiled a new online survey that each PSA was asked to fill out.  The survey asked for 

information about funding and because I had no clue, I sent it to Jeremy. A big thank you to 

Jeremy and his staff for filling it out. The next meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2025, via 

Zoom. 

 

TRANSPORTATION – J. Juarez-Ceja; J. Lemucchi 

No report.  The next meeting with the Social Services Transportation Advisory Committee is in 

March so she’ll be able to report at the next COA meeting.   

 

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION – G. Brown; E. Linder 

Commissioner Linder reported she is very thankful for the senior nutrition volunteers.    

 

INFORMATION ITEMS – 

• Centenarian Recognition Program Parliamentarian – Parliamentarian Grasty reported 

that they had three repeat Centenarians Recognized this month, two turned 101, and 

one turned 102 years old.  We had a new Centenarian, and a new one coming up in 

March.  Information was sent to a new Assisted Living Facility.  Commissioner Ray 

shared information about the Centenarian Committee and the events she attended 

while distributing the certificates to Centenarians.  
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NEXT MEETINGS: 
 

EXECUTIVE MEETING       REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

1:30 pm Via Zoom  
If interested in attending via Zoom, please 

contact Laura Juarez at 661-868-1052.  

Monday, March 17, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. 

Taft Senior Center 

500 Cascade Place, Taft, CA 93268 

(COA Ex-Officio Members and the public may 

attend in person or via Zoom.  Please contact 

Laura Juarez at 661-868-1052 for the link to 

join) 

 

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 1:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeremy Oliver 

Secretary 
 

 

JO/lj 


