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August 25, 2026

The Honorabte Monique Limon
senate President Pro Tempore
1021 O Street, Suite 8518
Sacramento CA, 958 14

The Honorabte Robert Rivas
Speaker Catifornia State Assembty
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento CA, 958 t 4

RE: Rurat Equity and Statewide Polacy Concerns Reflected in ArR 23

Dear Senator Limon and Assembty Member Rivas,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to provide perspective on Assembty
Joint Resotution 23 (AJR 23). We betieve this resotution reftects an increasingty urgent concern
shared by many rurat and intand communities who feel that targe portions ot Catifornia feet unheard,
unseen, and d isproportionatety burdened by statewide policymaking.

Kern County has tong been a witting partner in advancing Catifornia's economic, environmentat, and
energy goals. Our residents take great pride in contributing to the prosperity of the entire state.
However, recent years have brought mounting frustration as major poticy decisions, particutarty
around energy, tand use, water, and taxation, have imposed significant strain on the very regions that
hetp keep Catifornia running.

For decades, Kern County has served as the backbone of Catifornia's energy suppty. Our oit and gas
sector is not onty central to statewide economic stabitity but also provides thousands of locat jobs
and supports vitat pubtic services. Yet the continued effort to eliminate thas industry, often through
accelerated regutatory restrictions ratherthan collaborative ptanning, has teft our communtty feeting
targeted rather than supported. Kern is working ditigentty to transition and d iversify, but the pace and
structure of state-tevet mandates threaten our abitity to do so responsibty and sustainabty.

Simitarty, poticies that grant broad tax advantages to targe-scale sotar developments have created
an uneven ptaying fietd. These incentives reduce Kern's local tax base and timit our capacity to fund
public safety, infrastructure, and essentiat services. White we support renewabte energy and
recognize its criticat role in California's future, current policies do not adequately account for the
fiscat impacts borne atmost entirety by rural counties tike ours.

Our agricutture industry, another cornerstone of Kern's identity and economy, is increasingty
constrained by the imptementation of Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requirements.



Water scarcity is a reat and pressing chattenge, and we futty recognize the need for tong-term
stewardship. Yet many rurat communities leet the weight of comptiance without receiving the
commensurate support, ftexibitity, or infrastructure investment necessary to keep our agricutturaL
sector viabte.

ln many ways, the sentiment expressed through AJR 23 mirrors a dynamic famitiar at the statewide
tevet. Just as catifornia has, at times, fett targeted by what it views as aggressive or heavy-handed
poticy tactics by the federat government, many rural counties experience a simiLar sense ol being
pressured or overwhelmed by state poticies that impose sweeping change without sufficient
cotlaboration or regard for tocat conditions. This parattel is not meant to equate the two
circumstances, but to hightight how deepty frustrating it can feet when decisions are made far from
home and communities betieve their voices are marginatized.

Moreover, this dynamic runs counter to the vision our nation's founders intended for our democratic
system. They understood that a heatthy repubtic depends on broad inctusion and meaningfut
representation. When significant portions of the poputation feet teft out of criticat poticy discussions,
it undermines the very principles of batance, participation, and shared governance that our founders
considered essentiat to the nation's stabitity and unity.

These issues are not isotated. Cottectivety, they ittustrate a broader trend where rural and inLand
counties often tack a meaningfut seat at the tabte when statewide decisions are made. Kern County
remains committed to partnership, innovation, and probtem-sotving. But we cannot ignore the
growing sentiment that poticies devetoped in sacramento frequentty overtook the reatities facing
communities outside catifornia's coastat poputation centers.

For these reasons, our Board betieves the frustration expressed through AJR 23 is so patpabte that it
deserves serious reftection within the Legistature. We respectfutty urge [awmakers to consider how
current approaches to energy, taxation, agricutture, and locat governance are affecting intand
Catifornia, and to prioritize stronger cottaboration with the counties that provide the workforce, tand
base, and resources essentiat to the entire state's prosperity.

Kern County stands ready to work constructivety with the Legislature to develop batanced, durabte
sotutions that support both our tocat communities and Catifornia's tong-term statewide goats. We
appreciate your attention to these concerns and hope AJR 23 witt serve as an opportunity for renewed
diatogue and pa rtnership.

Respectfutty,

b*f
Phittip Peters, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors

The Honorabte Gavin Newsom, Governor of Catifornia
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The Honorabte Joe Patterson, Catifornia State Assembty, District 5
The Honorabte Kate Sanchez, Catifornia State Assembty, District 71

The Honorabte Megan Dahte, Catifornia State Senate, District 1
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