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August 12,2026

Christian Ctegg, City Manager
City of Bakersfietd
1600 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfietd, CA 93301

RE: City Sewer Rates

Mr. Ctegg,

On behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors, I want to convey that the County remains
committed to working with the City of Bakersfietd to identify atternatives to the increased
sewer rates for the benefit of our shared constituents.

The County stands behind the reverse vatidation action fited on June 15,2026, to hetp ensure
sewer rates are [awfu[, fair and affordabte. We recentty learned that SEIU has joined the
lawsuit on behatf of its members, many of whom rent or own homes in Bakersfietd, as wetl
as on behatf of the ratepaying pubtic generatty. We remain hopefutthat the City witt be witting
to discuss alternatives to the sewer rate increases adopted by the City Councit on May 27,
2026, without the need for further court intervention. However, as of the date of this tetter,
the City has not engaged in meaningfut discussions with County staff on this matter, and we
are advised by our counsel that the City's attorneys have atso not been witting to engage in
discussions about potentiaI resotution of the lawsuit.

The County futty understands and supports the City's need for repairing and upgrading the
community's sewer system to maintain safety and retiabitity" However, the County
maintains that the repair and upgrade fees passed on to our shared constituents shoutd be
lawful, tair, and affordabte for everyone. The County has pubticty presented funding
atternatives to the City Council and has shared them directtywith you.We woutd wetcome
a meeting with City staff to further discuss reasonabte options that achieve a more
affordabte rate for the taxpayers.

We request a pubtic discussion no laterthan August 26,2026, which is the tast daythe City
can notify the Auditor-Controtter of a reduced rate for property tax bitting, and is atso the date
of the City's next Councit meeting. The County respectfutty requests that the City add an
agenda item to the August 26'h Council meeting or hotd a speciat meetingto consider such
action, and to attow more time for the County to present its position than merety the generat
pubtic comment period.
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As stated previousty, the County stands behind the reverse vatidation action and is prepared
to take any and att tegat recourse, inctuding injunctive retief; but woutd prefer to resotve this
matter amicabty and without judiciat intervention. After at[, we atl want what is best for our
constituents. Please notify me by Monday, August 17.fiif you ptan to inctude this item on the
August 26th City CounciI agenda or hotd a speciaI meeting. We welcome the chance for staff-
[eve[ discussions as wett. I took forward to hearing from you.

Respectf utty,

Nancy Anderson
Cou nty Ad m i n istrative Office r

County of Kern


