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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
 

 
 

The Honorable John W. Lua 
PRESIDING JUDGE 

 
January 1, 2025, to Present 
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2025-2026 
KERN COUNTY GRAND JURORS 

 

NAME TERMS SERVED NOMINATING JUDGE 
 

Karen Banks 
Steve Bowles 
 
Susan Brooks-Lange 
Gary Chaffin 
 
 
Kathleen Green 
Gregory Hanel 
Judith House 
 
 
Bernard E Johnson 
Debra Kessinger-Verdugo 
Clara Madrano 
Joan Ott 
Thomas Pasek 
 
Khalil Ramzan 
Lon Letherman 
Urie Norris 
Adela Rivers 
Alfredo Robledo 
 
Michael Shugart 
Debra Watson 
 
 
MEMBERS ALSO 
SERVED: 
 
Duane Shellcross 
Jeff Ward 

 
2024-25, 2025-26 
2021-22, 2022-23, 2024-25, 
2025-26 
2025-26 
2014-15, 2015-16, 2018-19, 
2020-21, 2021-22, 2024-25, 
2025-26 
2022-23, 2024-25, 2025-26 
2025-26 
2013-14, 2014-15, 2016-17, 
2017-18, 2020-21, 2021-22, 
2023-24, 2025-26 
2024-25, 2025-26 
2024-25, 2025-26 
2024-25, 2025-26 
2025-26 
2016-17, 2017-18, 2021-22, 
2022-23, 2024-25, 2025-26 
2024-25, 2025-26 
2025-26 
2025-26 
2025-26 
2021-22, 2022-23, 2024-25, 
2025-26 
2025-26 
2021-22, 2022-23, 2024-25, 
2025-26 

 
Honorable John R. Brownlee 
Honorable John R. Brownlee 
 
Honorable Michel A. Caves 
Honorable Gregory AA Pulskamp 
 
 
Honorable Dawn Bittleston 
Honorable Gregory A. Pulskamp 
Honorable John R. Brownlee 
 
 
Honorable Kenneth R. Green, Jr 
Honorable Elizabet Rodriguez 
Honorable David R. Zulfa 
Honorable Kenneth R. Green, Jr.  
Honorable John W. Lua 
 
Honorable John W. Lua 
Honorable Gregory A. Pulskamp 
Honorable Bradley King 
Honorable Dawn Bittleston 
Honorable John W. Lua 
 
Honorable Dawn Bittleston 
Honorable Bradley King 
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STEVE BOWLES 

FOREMAN 

                                
          KAREN BANKS         SUSAN LANGE        GARY CHAFFIN         KAT GREEN           GREG HANEL           JUDI HOUSE 
                                                                                                                                                                                            Recording Secretary 
                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                         
                    BERNARD E.                 DEBRA            LON LETHERMAN  CLARA MEDRANO      URIE NORRIS             JOAN OTT 
       JOHNSON                KESSINGER- 
        Sgt at Arms                 VERDUGO 
 
 

                            
  TOM PASEK          KHALIL RAMZAN     ADELA RIVERS       MIKE SHUGART           ALFREDO            DEBRA WATSON 
      Pro Tem                           I.T.S.                                                                                             ROBLEDO 
                                              Sgt at Arms                                                                                     Parliamentarian 
                                                                                                                                                     Sgt at Arms  
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2025-2026 KERN COUNTY GRAND JURY 
TOURS 

 
Bakersfield City Fire Department – Station 15 
Bakersfield City Police Department - Drones 
Bakersfield City School District – Stiern Cafeteria 
Beale Memorial Library and Northeast Library 
Buttonwillow Recreation and Park District - Parks 
Central Valley Holocaust Museum 
Camp Erwin Owen 
Camp Keep 
Food Truck sites – Bakersfield and Wasco 
Frazier Park /Lake of the Woods - Water Wells 
Kern County Crime Lab 
Kern County Superintendent of Schools - Central Kitchen and Standard School District  

Nutritional Services  
Kern County Sheriff’s Office – Central Holding, Property Room, Lerdo Facility, Air Support, 

Bomb Squad, K-9 Unit 
Kern Valley Cemetery 
Mojave Space Port 
Mountain View Elementary School 
North of the River Parks & Recreation District – Parks 
“Waste Hunger – Not Food” 

EVENTS 
2025 Christmas Parade 
CPR Training 
Grand Jury Awareness Ceremony 
Kern County Fire Department - CPR Demonstration 
Kern County Beale Library – Legends of the Bakersfield Sound 
Peace Officer Memorial - Bakersfield Fallen Officers Ceremony 
Point-in-Time (Homeless Count) 
Read Across America – Standard School 

SPEAKERS 

Bakersfield City Police Department - Lt. Joe Galland – Traffic Division 
Bakersfield City Mayor - Karen K. Goh 
City of Shafter Chief of Police – Randy Milligan  
Kern County Sheriff’s Office – Sheriff Donny Youngblood 
Kern County Public Health – Bryn Carrigan 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) - Blair Knox  
Lois Henry - Water 
Superior Court of California – Presiding Judge John W. Lua  

RECRUITMENT VENUES 

Chevron Retired Employees  
Kern County Jury Services 
Kern County Employees Retirement Association 
National Active /Retired Federal Employees Association 
Veteran of Foreign Wars 
 
Indictments – 1 Complaints Received – 22 
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          2025-2026   
 

          
 
 

  KERN COUNTY GRAND JURY 
 

RELEASED REPORTS  
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