






The argument against Measure N was not written by McFarland residents. It comes from 
outside special-interest groups based in Orange County and the Bay Area, organizations 
that have no stake in our community’s needs, priorities, or future. Their claims 
misrepresent what the proposed Charter does. 

Measure N does not eliminate competitive bidding, taxpayer protections, or ethical 
safeguards. State and federal laws still apply, including requirements for transparency, 
public meetings, financial reporting, and anti-corruption rules. In fact, the Charter adds 
additional accountability measures that go beyond state minimums, requiring clearer 
public reporting, stronger disclosure standards, and direct voter oversight of key decisions.  

The opponents criticize the Charter for providing flexibility, but flexibility is exactly what 
McFarland needs to improve public works, streamline contracting, and respond quickly to 
local infrastructure and economic-development opportunities. Local control means local 
accountability, your elected City Council remains fully answerable to McFarland voters, not 
Sacramento bureaucracies or outside advocacy groups. 

The Charter does not grant “sweeping powers” without limits. It establishes a framework 
that still requires ordinances, public hearings, and community oversight. Any future rules 
must be adopted publicly, with voter input and full transparency. That is how local 
democracy works, and Measure N enhances these requirements, ensuring more openness 
than the state currently mandates. 

Don’t let organizations from hundreds of miles away tell McFarland how to govern itself. 
Measure N strengthens local decision-making and ensures that McFarland, not outside 
interests, sets the rules for its own future. 

Vote YES on Measure N for real local control. 

s/Victor Oropeza, Charter Committee; 

s/Tony Blanco, Charter Committee; 

s/Jim White, Charter Committee 

 

 




