






 

 

Bear Valley Community Services District 

Rebuttal to argument in favor of measure R  

The proponents argue the water rates are “outrageously high.”  The rates are necessary to 
keep pace with rising costs.  Water systems are highly regulated, and compliance becomes 
more complex and costly every year.  Many costs are outside District control.   Electricity 
and purchased water together exceed $1 million per year and increase annually.   

The proponents argue the rate increase is “destructive.”  Nothing would be more 
destructive than a water system that could no longer provide safe and reliable water.  
CalMatters reported “Almost 400 water systems serving nearly a million Californians don’t 
meet state requirements for safe and reliable drinking water supplies.”  We do not want to 
join that group.  CalMatters also reported “The price tag for ensuring safe, affordable and 
accessible water supplies for all Californians is staggering — an estimated $16 billion over 
the next five years.”  Bear Valley is not immune from the challenge of balancing affordability 
with essential investment. 

We have a 55-year-old system that has tremendous, deferred needs.  Our water mains 
experience excessive leakage and failure rates.  It costs over $2 million per mile to replace 
mains.  We have wells that need replacement and/or treatment facilities to ensure safe and 
reliable supply.  Each well project can cost millions of dollars.  The water rates are not 
destructive, but support investment in a water system that is essential to protect the value 
of homes and future of the community. 

Voting NO allows the CSD to continue delivering the safe and reliable water service 
required to sustain a vibrant community. 

 

s/Paul Paparella, Board President 
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