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April28, 2026

The Honorabte Jeff Gonzalez
Cal,ifornia State Assemb[y, 36th District
1021 O Street, Suite 4230
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB2022 (Gonzatez), Disabted veteran homeowners exemption - support if
amended

Dear Assembty Member Go nzalez,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express support for AB 2022, but
onty if amended to ensure that counties are hetd harmtess from the significant property tax revenue
losses the bitl. woutd create.

Kern County deepty values the service and sacrifices of disabted veterans and their famities. The
intent of AB 2022, to provide meaningfut property tax retief to futty disabted veterans and quatifying
surviving spouses, is atigned with tongstanding statewide efforts to support those who have borne
the greatest burdens of mil.itary service. The Board previousty supported simitar tegistative efforts,
incl.uding SB 685 (Grove, 2021), which atso sought to expand disabted veteran exemptions.

However, as currentty written, AB 2022 presents serious fiscat chattenges for counties. The bitt
expticitty exctudes state reimbursement for property tax revenue losses despite creating a
state-mandated tocal program. Based on anatysis from the Kern County Assessor,s Office, the
proposed exemption woutd remove an estimated $361 mittion from our assessment rott, resutting in
approximatety $693,000 in annuaI GeneraI Fund losses and $375,000 in annuat Fire Fund losses over
the five-year period of the bitt. These reductions directty impact essentiaI pubtic services, inctuding
pubtic safety and emergency response.

Kern County f utl.y recognizes the importance of assisting disabted veterans, but such support cannot
come atthe expense of tocatgovernments'abitityto maintain criticatoperations. Counties shoutd
not be forced to absorb unfunded mandates created by statewide poticy decisions.

For these reasons, the Kern County Board of Supervisors witt support AB 2022 onty if it is amended
to require that the State GeneraI Fund fuLty backfitt att county property tax revenue [osses resutting
f rom the proposed exemptions. This amendment woutd ensure that the bitt's intended benef its reach
disabted veterans without undermining the financial. stabitity of the communities in which they tive.



We appreciate your commitment to Catifornia veterans and look forward to continued cottaboration
to achieve a batanced and sustainabte sotution.

Sincerety,

;)Yl,'*Ltp
Phittip Peters, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors
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