
Rebuttal to the Argument Against Measure B 

 

Opponents claim this measure is a “power grab” designed to allow current council 
members to extend their time in office. That claim is simply not true. 

Without clarification, the current Ridgecrest term limit ordinance can create unnecessary 
vacancies, legal disputes, and repeated appointments. 

A recent example shows why this fix is needed. In November 2024, Councilman Kyle 
Blades was elected by the voters to a second term after previously being appointed to fill 
an 11-month vacancy on the council. After losing the election against Blades, Thomas 
Wiknich filed a lawsuit in Kern County Superior Court (Case No. BCM-24-001013) claiming 
that Blades should never have been allowed to run for office, arguing that because Blades 
could not complete the full four-year term before reaching the eight-year limit, he was 
ineligible to be a candidate. 

Wiknich asked the court to remove Councilman Blades from office and have himself 
appointed to the council seat against the will of the voters.  

After a full hearing, the judge ruled the lawsuit had no merit and allowed Councilman 
Blades to remain in office. The decision was later upheld on appeal. Councilman Blades 
spent a year defending the voters’ decision at his own expense. 

This measure clarifies how partial terms are counted so situations like this cannot happen 
again. It protects voter intent, prevents unnecessary lawsuits, and ensures that elections—
not courtroom challenges or appointments—determine who serves on the Ridgecrest City 
Council. 

 

s/Ronald Strand, Retired Ridgecrest City Manager 


