
Child Abuse Prevention Services 
“Protecting and enriching the lives of children and youth in Kern 

County through the commitment of all community partners. ”



KCNC’s Primary Roles 

 Kern’s Child Abuse Prevention Council 
 Coordinate community efforts to prevent and 

respond to child abuse and neglect 

 Kern’s Coordinating Council for Child & 
Family Services 
 Provide and oversee funding for intensive family 

preservation programs

 Planning, administrative & oversight body 
for Kern’s child abuse prevention funds
 Act as the administrative body for Differential 

Response services and Parents as Teachers 



What is Child Abuse?

 Welfare and Institutions Code 18951 states: 
 Serious physical injury inflicted upon the child by other 

than accidental means
 Harm by reason of intentional neglect, malnutrition or 

sexual abuse
 Going without necessary and basic physical care
 Willful mental injury, negligent treatment, maltreatment of 

a child under 18 years old
 Any condition that results in the violation of the rights of 

physical,  mental or moral welfare of a child



Did You Know?

 Children ages zero to five are most vulnerable and most 
likely to die of a child abuse and neglect homicide.

 13,512 Kern County children were suspected of being 
abused or neglected - an average of 37 children each day 
in 2024.

 2,570 - an average of 7 Kern County children everyday, 
were found to be victims of abuse or neglect in 2024.

 In 2024, 3 child fatality was determined to be a result of 
abuse/neglect by law enforcement or the coroner; and 26 
children sustained severe/serious injuries due to abuse or 
neglect.

 In 2024, 8 children were identified as victims of Abusive Head 
Trauma (Shaken Baby Syndrome) as determined by the 
Suspected Child Abuse & Neglect Team. 
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Kern’s Prevention Services

Monthly campaigns focused on prevention 
education & community resource information.   
              

FREE basic parent education, anger 
management &  failure to protect classes 
& Parent Empowerment Program (post-
reunification) services. PAT Central Hub.

(661) 393-5836
Classes for parents with special needs 
and for parents who have children with 

basic needs are available.

In home, supportive services for families 
at-risk of child abuse and neglect.
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Est. 2008

The Dream Center, named 
by the founding foster youth 
who helped design service 
delivery, is Kern County’s 
only one-stop resource 
center for current and 
former foster youth up to 
the age of 25.

1801 19th Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Phone: 661-636-4488

 
Monday - Friday



Did you know?
According to Research studies, statewide:

 Over 1/3 of foster youth earn neither a high school diploma or GED

 Fewer than 1/2 were employed 12 to 18 months after aging out

 1/3 who age out evidence mental health problems (PTSD, substance abuse, major depression)

 About 1/4 will be incarcerated within the first 2 years after they leave the system

 25% will be homeless within first 4 years of leaving care (Only 4% of nonfoster 18-26 homeless)

 Only 3% achieve a 4-year degree by age 26 (Compare to 50% of nonfoster peers)

Like all youth, their brains are developing until age 25.

Dream Center Youth
948 unduplicated youth visited during FY 24-25

Some are:
 in high school/college
 in job training programs 
 working
 homeless
 all of the above.



ASK US!
• Housing Services for Homeless Youth

• FREE clothes, food, hygiene items, cleaning supplies, household                    
and baby items

• Help with getting a job or enrolled in school or a vocational training program

• Bus passes for job interviews and important appointments

• Linkages to substance abuse treatment, mental health, health services, 
CalFresh and MediCal

• Use our computers, mailing address, and phone

• Showers and laundry

• Support, encouragement and advocacy

• Help with getting a Driver’s License and vital docs

• Two vehicle giveaways a year 

• Something not on this list…. ASK US!

FY 24-25 The following essentials were provided:  
• 9,608 -Snack Bags  
• 1,465 -Hygiene Kits  
• 5,335 -Clothing Items  
• 772 -Emergency Food Bags 

• 348 –BHRS/TAY Services  
• 210 –College Enrollment & FASFA
• 947 –CalFresh/Medical Enrollment
• 818 –Probation Officer or Social Worker  





Visit the Dream Center Website: 
kern.org/kcnc/dream-center/ 

Like and Follow the Dream Center 
Facebook: 

facebook.com/dreamcenterkerncounty 
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Differential Response (DR) 
 DR is an alternative method used by Child 

Protective Services to respond to reports of 
child abuse and neglect.

 DR is not to be used as an alternative when a 
reported child abuse/neglect case is severe in 
nature. 

 Referrals are sent by DHS Phone Room & CPS 
Social Workers (Path 1, 2, and 3 referrals)

 Parents/Families referred to DR benefit from 
intervention and resources 

 Case Managers offer voluntary Differential 
Response case management services



Where is Differential Response?

2024-2025 Kern County Data 
5,173 families received direct services from DR programs 

1,600 families received comprehensive DR Case Management



What does Differential Response Provide?

 Homeless Assistance 

 Utility Assistance 

 Job Lead/Unemployment 
Assistance 

 Food/Clothing/Basic 
Resources 

 Mental Health Services

 Substance Use Support

 Connection to Medical Care 

 Clean Home Education

 Linkage to DHS Welfare 
Services 
(CW/CF/MC/WTW)

 Personal Hygiene Items

 Childcare Referral

 Parenting Skills Education 

 Diapers & Wipes

 Car Seats/Installation 
Support

 Pack n Play with Safe 
Sleep Education 

 Referrals to Search and 
Serve

 Referrals to Kern Regional 
Center 



Parents As Teacher (PAT) Services 

 Substantiated Referrals 

 Moderate to High Risk 

 Children ages 0-5 years old and 
Kindergarten Grade

 Up to 2 years of services 

 Case managers are called Parent 
Educators 

 Curriculum Based 

 Referrals come from SW & Judges

The Evidence-Based Home Visiting Model is the comprehensive parent 
education model used by Parents as Teachers affiliates. The model provides 
a wide array of services to families with children from prenatal through 
kindergarten and offers deep insights into early childhood development. 

Central Hub East Kern Hub

2024-2025 Kern County PAT Data 
285 Number of parents referred for PAT Services 

171 parents received comprehensive PAT Case Management



April National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month 

https://kern.org/kern-county-network-children/child-abuse-prevention/ 
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KCNC Monthly General Collaboratives
 January 16, 2025

• Presenters: KCPH (STI & HIV Awareness), KCDHS (Employment and Financial Services), In the Waiting Doula Services

 February 20, 2025

• Presenters: CASA of Kern County, Full Spectrum Doula, Noel Alexandria Foundation, KCDHS (Safe Surrender Baby 
Law)

 March 20, 2025

• Presenters: Kern Healthcare Systems, Kern County Mosquito & Vector Control, UFW Foundation

 April (Child Abuse Prevention Month)

• Annual Activity: ACAPM Spirit Week, Wear Blue April 4, 

 May 15, 2025

• Presenters: BrightLife Kids, Anthem Blue Cross & Psychiatric Wellness Center Mobile Unit, Kern County Library 

 June- Dark in Observance of Juneteenth Holiday

 July 17, 2025

• 2025 KCNC Leadership Graduation 

 August 21, 2025

• Presenters: Mother Against Drunk Driving, Dignity Health Mercy & Memorial Hospitals (Community Health Initiative 
Programs), ECM  Koinonia Family Services  

 September 18, 2025

• Presenters: MET 101 Overview, ROWI Teen & Parent Wellness Center, Save A Life Today 

 October 16, 2025

• Presenters: Kern County Child Support Services, Links for Life, La Vida Nueva

•  Dark in November & December 

 To Receive Collaborative Info Join Our Email WWW.KCNC.ORG



KCNC Monthly Trainings
 February

• Training: 2/18/25, Kern County Sheriffs Department “Human Trafficking Prevention, Internet Safety, and Predator 
Awareness with emphasis on Teen Dating Violence Awareness”

 March

• Training: 3/12/25, Bakersfield Police Department “Community Safety Training”

 April (Child Abuse Prevention Month)

• Training: 4/03/25, Kern County Department of Human Services “Domestic Violence & Mandated Reporting”

• Training: 4/09/25, Colette Katuala, LCSW “Before Reasonable Suspicion” & “Impact After Reporting”

• Training: 4/22/25, DR & PAT Programs “Cost of Poverty Experience (COPE)” 

 May

• Training: 5/22/25, Angela Look, PsyD “Grief & Loss Impact On Mental Health”

 June 

• Training: 6/17/25, Bakersfield Police Department “Gun Violence Prevention and Crisis Intervention Training” 

 July

• Training: 7/24/25, City of Bakersfield and American Red Cross “Water Safety & CPR Training” 

 August 

• Training: 8/27/25, Bakersfield Police Department “Back-to-School Safety 101”

 September 

• Training: 9/11/2025, Kern County Superintendents of Schools “Suicide Awareness and Prevention Training” 

 October 

• Training: 10/09/2024, Kern Behavioral Health and Recovery Services “Opioids and Narcan Training” 

 Dark in November & December 

Other Training: 
 DR/ETO & NCFAS Trainings as needed. KCNC Annual Symposium will be held on November 7, 2025.

 Abusive Head Trauma (AHT)/Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS) & Safe Sleep/ SIDS Education                                          
Training Offered at Bakersfield Pregnancy Centers, Family Resource Centers, Differential Response                  
Kern County Public Health, and Parents As Teachers Sites. 



Family Resource Centers & Local Collaboratives 
The Family Resource Centers offer support by helping 
parents, families, and children locate and use services 

within their communities. 

https://kern.org/kern-county-network-
children/collaborative/

Collaboratives are a collection of organizations and 
people representing businesses, government, nonprofits, 

schools, and community residents, all of whom are 
passionate about children. Meeting dates vary.

Visit the link: https://bit.ly/2025OctoberResources 
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KCNC Youth Action Board & 
Parent Advisory Board 



Connect With KCNC



ABUSIVE HEAD TRAUMA (AHT) 
SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME (SBS)



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

THE SIMULATORS TRAINING IS 
INTENDED AND DESIGNEDTO HELP
RAISE AWARENESS OFTHE DANGERS
OF SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME,ANDTO
HELP PREVENT THISTRAGIC FORM OF
CHILD ABUSE.





ANIMATION OF HOW SHAKING AN INFANT IS 
THOUGHT TO INJURE THE BRAIN

Video Animation courtesy of forensic pathologist Dr. Daniel Davis, Expert Digital Solutions, Inc.






SBS STATS & 
FACTS



CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT
1. Children Receiving Referrals for Abuse & Neglect

2024 Total:  Kern County: 13,512
  Per 1,000: Kern County: 51.5

California: 417,925
   California: 48.7

2. Children found to be  Victims of Abuse & Neglect after investigation

2024 Total:  Kern County: 2,570
  Ages 0-5:      Kern County: 1,155
    Under 1:         Kern County: 357 

California: 47,582
California: 20,064
   California: 6,527

In 2024, there were 8  children who were found to be victims of Abusive Head 
Trauma (Shaken Baby Syndrome). 

In 2024, 3 child death was determined to be a result of abuse/neglect by law 
enforcement or the coroner; and 26 children sustained severe/serious injuries 

that required emergency medical intervention due to abuse or neglect. 



IN KERN 
COUNTY
Blunt force head trauma accounted 
for 9 child deaths in years 2017-2022.  

• Oct. 6, 2017 -Bakersfield man gets 11 years in 
infant son’s death; 
https://www.kget.com/news/crime-
watch/bakersfield-man-gets-11-years-in-
infant-sons-death/   

• August 28, 2023- Child torturer denied parole 
for 3 years; https://www.aol.com/child-
torturer-denied-parole-3-035900722.html  

• November 24, 2024- Coroner rules blunt head 
trauma as cause of death for one-month-old; 
https://bakersfieldnow.com/news/local/coro
ner-rules-blunt-head-trauma-as-cause-of-
death-for-one-month-old-bakersfield-kern-
county-california  
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WHAT AHT IS & IS NOT
AHT IS:

AHT IS NOT:



PROFILE OF A SHAKEN CHILD



PROFILE OF A SHAKER



PROFILE OF A SHAKER

**Investigations of AHT cases have found that fathers are most likely to confess their 
actions, while child-care providers are least likely to admit injuring children. Generally, 
the person who was with the child when he or she first shows symptoms of injury is the 
person who has inflicted the injuries. It can be anyone who has access to the child. 



ACTIVITIES THAT DO NOT CAUSE AHT/SBS





THE MANY COSTS

 Death
 Initial hospitalization costs of $150,000 per child
 Ongoing treatment & in-home nursing costs of $180,000 per year per child

 Child’s loss of childhood, teenage years, adulthood & parenthood
 Child’s life-long loss of “normal” physical & cognitive functions
 Siblings’ loss of normal relationship w/their disabled brother or sister

 High public education costs

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=images&cd&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja86HvnprTAhUHrlQKHThwBjMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A//www.pinterest.com/pin/308918855667153571/&bvm=bv.152174688%2Cd.cGw&psig=AFQjCNETQ0uv2LNvmnClU8gHGBq4Z1x7fA&ust=1491925782514287


LONG TERM EFFECTS



SIGNS OF LESS SEVERE
SHAKING



A BABY’S BODY
A baby’s body has unique characteristics that 
make it vulnerable to injury from shaking:



TRIGGER REASONS

#1Trigger Reason……..
Crying, to stop the child from crying

#2Trigger Reason……...
Frustration
 Frustration with toilet training
 Frustration with baby’s appetite
 Frustration with baby’s crankiness
 Frustration due to lack of sleep   



WHY DO BABIES CRY?
Crying is the only way babies can communicate.
A baby may cry because he or she is:
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MORE REASONS THAT BABIES CRY
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P.U.R.P.L.E. CRYING



CRYING RESEARCH

 Research into infant crying shows that the average
baby spends two to three hours each day crying.

 The amount and duration of crying typically peaks 
between 6 weeks and 4 months of age, which
coincides with the peak incidence of SBS.

 Research shows that a caregiver cannot spoil a baby
who is twelve months or younger; therefore,
attempting to soothe a crying baby does not spoil the
baby or teach the baby that crying “works”.

 No baby has ever died from crying too much.



CHECKING THE BABY’S
BASIC NEEDS



SOOTHING A CRYING BABY



The 5 S’s To Soothe a Crying Infant
An infant’s crying can last from minutes to 
hours. Dr. Harvey Karp is a pediatrician who 
believes one reason infants cry is that they miss 
the constant noise and stimulation from when 
they were in the womb. 

“5 S’s” that can calm most crying infants:
1.Swaddling- helps baby feel warm and secure. 
2.Side or stomach positioning- soothes a crying infant, but DO NOT 
place a baby to sleep on their side or stomach, which may  increase 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).
3.Shushing- “shhh” sound, resembles the muffled sounds the infant 
heard in the womb. 
4.Swinging- holding the baby and gently swinging them back and 
forth, so there is skin contact helps calm a baby. 
5.Sucking-one of the primitive reflexes an infant has, as they start 
sucking their thumbs, fists, and fingers in the womb as a14-week-old 
embryo. 



COPING SKILLS
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WAYS TO COPE





SIMULATION BREAKDOWN







Thank You To The Trainers At... 

Thank You To The Sponsors… 



Thank You! 
For more information on Kern County 

Network for Children services, 

visit www.kern.org/kcnc

or contact us at 661-636-4488

http://www.kern.org/kcnc
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