
January 7, 2026 

The Honorable Alex Padilla The Honorable Adam SchiƯ 
U.S. Senate  U.S. Senate 
331 Hart Senate OƯice Building SD-B40B, Dirksen Senate OƯice Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable David Valadao  The Honorable Vince Fong 
U.S. House of Representatives  U.S. House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House OƯice Building 243 Cannon House OƯice Building 
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20003 

The Honorable Jay Obernolte 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2433 Rayburn House OƯice Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

RE: Community Development Block Grant funding in FY 2026-27 - SUPPORT 

Dear Congressional delegates, 

I am writing on behalf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to urge your support for funding the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME), and 
Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs in FY 2026-27.  

For five decades, the CDBG, HOME, and ESG grant funding from the Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) department have been the most eƯective and flexible tool used by states and 
localities to support low- and moderate-income (LMI) populations through four primary activities: 
housing, public services, public improvements (infrastructure), and economic development. This 
funding plays a key role in supporting the everyday lives of LMI people across the country. It helps 
preserve and expand aƯordable housing, contributes extensively to developing infrastructure in 
areas of need, delivers necessary services and support to vulnerable populations, and helps 
communities tackle economic distress. 

From FY 2005 to FY 2023, the CDBG program facilitated the creation and retention of over 500,000 
economic development related jobs, contributed to infrastructure developments benefiting almost 
57 million people, assisted over 189 million people through public service activities, and met the 
housing needs of over 1.9 million households. 



The impact of the CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs is clear from their accomplishments, even as 
the number of direct grant recipients has grown from 594 in 1975 to over 1,200 today. Despite 
stagnant funding, no inflation adjustments, and rising costs, these programs continue to deliver 
impressive results that significantly impact the quality of life for your constituents.  

As the Administration and Congress continue to review funding for federal programs, we respectfully 
urge you to champion the CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs. These programs are essential for helping 
our communities meet the ongoing need for investment in aƯordable housing, public infrastructure, 
small business assistance, and a wide range of public services for low- and moderate-income 
residents. Please commit to ensuring HUD funding for these essential programs remains in place in 
FY 2026-27 and beyond.   

Sincerely, 

Phillip Peters, Chairman 
Kern County Board of Supervisors 

cc: National Association of Counties 
Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department 
Townsend Public AƯairs 


