MINUTES

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission
Richard Prado East Bakersfield Senior Center - 2101 Ridge Road
Bakersfield, CA 93305

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, March 19, 2025
6:30 P.M.

The Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission meeting was held on Wednesday,
March 19, 2025. Commissioner Abler presided and called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Commissioner(s): Ryan Abler, District I; Wiliam Chapman, District |lI; Carol Lair,
District 1ll; and Ucedrah Osby, District V

Absent: Commissioner(s): Lorena Cervantes, District IV

Staff: Brian Van Wyk, Deputy County Counsel; Geoffrey Hill, Chief General Services Officer;
Steve Rhonemus, General Services Manager; Jason Nelson, Sheriff's Lieutenant, Kern
County Sheriff; and Augustin Moreno, Sheriffs Commander

Others: There were 8 others present

Note: Ab, Ch, La, Ce, and Os are abbreviations for Commissioners Abler, Chapman, Lair,
Cervantes, and Osby. As an example, Ab-La denotes Commissioner Abler made a
motion and Commissioner Lair seconded the motion

SALUTE TO THE FLAG: LEAD BY COMMISSIONER ABLER

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, COMMENTS AND REQUESTS

DAVID SCHAAD - WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION REPRESENTING
KERN AUDOBON SOCIETY TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON STATUS OF PARK
MONOFILAMENT RECYCLING BINS INSTALLATION REQUEST; PROVIDED
COMMENTS REGARDING HART MEMORIAL PARK PLAY AREA SPLASH PAD

CARLA RIVAS - WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION REPRESENTING
THE KERN RIVER PARKWAY NATURE CENTER TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION
FOR RANGER PRESENCE AT HART PARK

GEOFFREY HILL — WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN
UPDATE REGARDING HIS RETIRMENT FROM THE COUNTY OF KERN AS CHIEF
GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER ON MARCH 21, 2025




VI.

DANIEL RODELA - FAITH IN THE VALLEY, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE
COMMISSION TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR THE FORD CITY PARK
IMPROVEMENTS AND CONGRATULATE CHIEF GENERAL SERVICES OFFICER
GEOFFREY HILL UPON HIS RETIRMENT

CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of Minutes: Regular meeting on February 19, 2025; Ch:La TO APPROVE
THE MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN; MOTION CARRIED. 4 AYES; 1 ABSENT-
CERVANTES

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

General Services — Status Update

KERN RIVER VALLEY - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-
PARKS & FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE
UPDATE ON THE PAINTING OF COMMUNITY CENTERS IN KERN RIVER VALLEY

ROSEMOND PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS
& FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE UPDATE
ON DRINKING FOUNTAIN REPLACEMENTS AT ROSEMOND PARK; LITTLE
LEAGUE FIELD RENOVATION PROJECT IS CURRENTLY OUT TO BID

PANORAMA PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS
& FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE UPDATE
ON DRINKING FOUNTAIN AND SOLAR LIGHT REPLACEMENTS AT PANORAMA
PARK

HART MEMORIAL PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-
PARKS & FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE
AN UPDATE ON THE EMBANKMENT PROJECT

HART MEMORIAL PARK ADVENTURE PLAY AREA - STEVE RHONEMUS,
GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS & FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE
THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON RESTROOM INSTALLATION
PROJECT

DELANO MEMORIAL PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES
MANAGER-PARKS & FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO
PROVIDE UPDATE ON BASEBALL FIELD RENOVATIONS, NEW PLAYGROUND;
PARKING LOT REPAVING AND UPDATED LIGHTING




VII.

VIII.

HERITAGE PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS
& FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE UPDATES
ON CONTINUING PROJECTS INCLUDING DISC GOLF AND PICNIC BENCHES

BELLE TERRACE PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-
PARKS & FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE
UPDATES ON CONTINUING PROJECTS INCLUDING STRUCTURES, LIGHTING
AND SHELTER REPAINTING

VIRGINIA PARK - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS &
FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE UPDATES
ON THE RESTROOM PROJECT, PLAYGROUND UPGRADES AND LIGHTING

BUENA VISTA - STEVE RHONEMUS, GENERAL SERVICES MANAGER-PARKS &
FACILITIES, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN
UPDATE ON RESTROOM RENOVATIONS

Park Ranger — Status Update

JASON NELSON, SHERIFF'S LIEUTENANT, KERN COUNTY SHERIFF'S
DEPARTMENT, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE A PARK
RANGER UPDATE; INCLUDING CONTACTS, INCIDENT REPORTS, STAFFING
STATUS, AND PARK RANGER FLEET AND BOAT ACQUISITIONS; INTRODUCTION
OF AUGUSTIN MORENO, SHERIFF'S COMMANDER, KERN COUNTY SHERIFF'S
DEPARTMENT

NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS

Upcoming Commission meeting locations as per code §2.50.060(D); THE
COMMISSION UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED TO HOLD THE APRIL 16, 2025,
MEETING AT THE KERN RIVER PARKWAY NATURE CENTER 8000 RIVER ROAD,
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308



COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMISSIONER CHAPMAN REQUESTED AN UPDATE ON THE EXACT
LOCATION OF THE HART MEMORIAL PARK ADVENTURE PLAY AREA SPLASH
PAD AND WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THE DISC GOLF BASKETS WILL NEED TO
BE MOVED

Il. COMMISSIONER LAIR PROVIDED COMMENTS REGARDING AN INCIDENT
INVOLVING A STOLEN PEACOCK FROM HART MEMORIAL PARK

[l COMMISSIONER OSBY PROVIDED COMMENTS ENCOURAGING AN INCREASE

IN POSITIVE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND THE KERN COUNTY
PARK RANGERS PROVIDING PUBLIC SAFETY

ADJOURNMENT

Adjourn at 7:06 P.M. to the next regular meeting, scheduled for April 16, 2025, at 6:30 P.M., at
the Kern River Parkway Nature Center 8000 River Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308, unless
otherwise indicated, changed, and/or canceled by the Commission.
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