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Introduction

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1


General Prevention of 
Respiratory Viruses

Layering prevention strategies can 
help prevent severe illness and 
reduce the potential for strain on 
the healthcare system.

Winter Virus Tips (CDPH)
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https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Toolkits/Winter-Virus-Tips-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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Upcoming Fall Respiratory 
Virus Season

Among children, those under 5 
years of age have the highest rates 
of hospitalization for:

• Influenza, 
• COVID-19, and 
• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/resp-net/dashboard/index.html
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Adult Respiratory Disease Burden

• COVID-19, flu, and RSV 
disease peak during fall & 
winter months

• Adults 65 yrs and older had 
the highest rates of 
hospitalization related to 
COVID-19, flu, and RSV

• Adults 65+ yrs also had the 
highest percentage of total 
deaths 

People Most Impacted by Respiratory Viruses, Data as of 9/28/24

Weekly Rates of Respiratory Virus-Associated 
Hospitalizations in California
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https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/most-impacted.html
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Respiratory Viruses at-a-Glance

• What? Influenza, RSV and COVID-19
• Why? These viruses cause a lot of illness, hospitalization and death, 

especially in the winter months
• Who is most affected and by how much?

Virus Groups who have higher risk for
serious illness and death

Annual US 
Hospitalizations

Annual US Deaths

COVID-19 People over 50, especially over 65
People with medical conditions and 
certain characteristics
Children under 1 year of age

2022: 2 million
2023: 1 million

2022: 250,000
2023: 75,000

Influenza* 270,000-570,000 21,000-51,000

RSV* Infants and older adults especially 118,000-240,000 6,000-10,000

*Ranges during recent, average years, varies annually, can be higher or lower.
Most deaths for ALL categories occur in people >65.

CDC Interactive Dashboard

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/index.html#:%7E:text=While%20the%20effects%20of%20flu,annually%20between%202010%20and%202023.
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/resp-net/dashboard.html
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Timing and Administration of COVID-19, Influenza 
and RSV Immunizations

CDC Presentation

https://astho1.informz.net/ASTHO1/data/images/Exec%20Office%20Files/All%20SHO%20Call%20Agendas/2024/08-13-24-VirusSeasonSlides.pdf


COVID-19

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1
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Trends in Viral Respiratory Deaths in the United States

Severe Viral Respiratory Illness Dashboard (CDC), Data as of 10/03/24

• COVID-19 still causes many 
deaths, although decreased 
from prior years

• COVID-19 still causes more 
deaths than influenza or RSV

Weekly Percent of Total Deaths Associated 
with 

COVID-19, influenza, and RSV

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/illness-severity.html
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Updated! 2024 – 2025 COVID-19 Vaccine 
Recommendations: Routine Schedule

Age 6 months – 4 years: 
• 2 (Moderna)- or 3 (Pfizer)- 

dose initial series.  If had prior 
doses, 1-2 updated doses as 
needed.

• Doses should be from the 
same manufacturer (see CDC 
interchangeability guidance 
for more.) 

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines (CDC)
Staying Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines

COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Guide: English, Spanish

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#Interchangeability
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#Interchangeability
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396S.pdf
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Updated! 2024 – 2025 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Recommendations: 
Routine Schedule

Everyone 5 years and older should 
receive 1 updated dose, at least 2 
months after their last dose.

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines (CDC)
Staying Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines

COVID-19 Vaccine Timing Guide: English, Spanish

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396.pdf
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/IMM-1396S.pdf
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COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Guidance Reminders

• History of prior SARS-CoV-2 infection: May consider delaying a 
COVID-19 vaccine dose by 3 months from symptom onset or positive 
test (if infection was asymptomatic).

• Transitioning from a younger to older age group: CDC recommends 
that people receive the age-appropriate vaccine product and 
dosage based on their age on the day of vaccination. 

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines (CDC)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#infection
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#age-transitions
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html


Influenza

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1


15Preliminary Estimated Flu Disease Burden 2023–2024 Flu Season | Flu Burden | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-burden/php/data-vis/2023-2024.html#:%7E:text=35%20%E2%80%93%2065%20million%20flu%20illnesses,25%2C000%20%E2%80%93%2072%2C000%20flu%20deaths
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2024 – 2025 Seasonal Influenza Recommendations

Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, 2024–25 Influenza Season | MMWR (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm
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Influenza Vaccine Recommendations, 2024 – 2025
• Age ≥6 months: routine annual vaccination
• Trivalent 2024 – 2025 Influenza Vaccine 

Composition
• Influenza B/Yamagata viruses not detected 

globally since March 2020. Experts 
recommended removal of this strain.

• Flu vaccines now contain A(H1N1), A(H3N2), 
and B(Victoria) influenza strains.

• Vaccinate in September and October.

Influenza Vaccination: A Summary for Clinicians

Influenza Product Guide

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/vax-summary.htm
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-859.pdf
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Influenza Vaccine Recommendations, cont’d
• Children 6 months through 8 years who did not receive ≥2 doses of flu vaccine before 

July 1, 2024: 2 doses of flu vaccine, ≥4 weeks apart
• Age 65 years and older: Preferentially recommended to receive any enhanced 

vaccine
• Solid organ transplant recipients 18-64 years on immunosuppressants: Any age-

appropriate inactivated (not live) vaccine, including all enhanced options

Influenza Vaccination: A Summary for Clinicians; ACIP Influenza Recommendations 2024-2025 

Table of Enhanced Flu Vaccine Options  

Type Description Brand Name
Adjuvanted Contains MF59 adjuvant FLUAD 

Adjuvanted
High-dose Contains 4x hemagglutinin vs standard dose vaccines Fluzone High-Dose

Recombinant Contains 3x hemagglutinin vs standard dose vaccines FluBlok

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/vax-summary.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm
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Children aged 6 months through 8 years who require 2 doses of influenza vaccine should receive 
their first dose as soon as possible (including during July and August, if vaccine is available) to 
allow the second dose (which must be administered ≥4 weeks later) to be received, ideally, by the 
end of October. For children aged 8 years who require 2 doses of vaccine, both doses should be 
administered even if the child turns age 9 years between receipt of dose 1 and dose 2.

Influenza Vaccination: A Summary for Clinicians; ACIP Influenza Recommendations 2024-2025 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/vaccination/vax-summary.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm


Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
(RSV)

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1


RSV-NET | RSV | CDC

RSV-Associated Hospitalizations, 2023 – 2024

0-4 years

> 65 years

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/surveillance/rsv-net.html
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Weekly Rates of Respiratory Virus-Associated 
Hospitalizations for Infants <1 year old, Oct. 2023-Sept. 2024

Data last updated September 27, 2024, Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET) | RESP-NET | CDC

At its peak in the 2023 – 2024 
season (week ending Dec. 
30, 2023), RSV accounted for 
nearly 80% of all infant 
respiratory hospitalizations.

https://www.cdc.gov/resp-net/dashboard/
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Maternal & Pediatric RSV Immunization Timing

CDPH: Infographic on prenatal vaccines and antibody transfer to infant
CDC: RSV Immunizations to Protect Infants

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/Prenatal/PrenatalVaccinesInfographic.jpg
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/immunizations-protect-infants/index.html
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Maternal RSV Vaccination and Receipt of Nirsevimab by 
Infants Aged <8 Months — United States, April 2024

MMWR: Maternal Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccination and Receipt of RSV Antibody (Nirsevimab) by Infants Aged <8 Months

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h916ea3ff,1d1f71c5,1d21be7f&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ185MjEtRE0xMzcxNzcmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1UaGlzJTIwV2VlayUyMGluJTIwTU1XUiUzQSUyMFZvbC4lMjA3MyUyQyUyMFNlcHRlbWJlciUyMDI2JTJDJTIwMjAyNA&s=DvRDDAt499usDjZakXrDrIRuqqntuW2KdIn43YBZAyE__;!!AvL6XA!w-Md2iK4HhBScMHsSIK6KnauKJC7c2vEpcrbiWmJO-t-gWvuPmGCxfS34F5BVB75f1mn74ZVv1klmVC2L6aZ5mqf40RPQf9UiQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h916ea3ff,1d1f71c5,1d21be7e&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ185MjEtRE0xMzcxNzcmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1UaGlzJTIwV2VlayUyMGluJTIwTU1XUiUzQSUyMFZvbC4lMjA3MyUyQyUyMFNlcHRlbWJlciUyMDI2JTJDJTIwMjAyNA&s=NO0WO-tjsXXJXvTZrHnDzjSKugSSF_oHek8Smw-V38o__;!!AvL6XA!w-Md2iK4HhBScMHsSIK6KnauKJC7c2vEpcrbiWmJO-t-gWvuPmGCxfS34F5BVB75f1mn74ZVv1klmVC2L6aZ5mqf40Q8vxmx3g$


25ACIP June 2024 slides: Summary of nirsevimab effectiveness in infants

Real-world data showed nirsevimab was 91-98% 
effective against RSV-associated hospitalizations.

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2024-06-26-28/04-RSV-Mat-Peds-Payne-508.pdf
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Nirsevimab for Infants and Toddlers

• Infants born April 1 – Sept. 30, 2024 
and <8 months if maternal vaccination was 
not given/<14 days before birth

• Before the start of RSV season, ideally in 
October

• Infants born Oct. 1, 2024 – March 31, 
2025 if maternal vaccination was not given

• Within the first week of life, ideally in hospital, 
or at first outpatient pediatric visit

• High-risk children 8-19 months old
• Before the start of RSV season, ideally in 

October

6

IMM-1480 Nirsevimab Guide to Prevent Severe RSV in Infants & Toddlers (eziz.org)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm#B1_down
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1480.pdf
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RSV Immunization – 
Maternal/Pediatric

• Duration of protection of nirsevimab > 5 
months; studies are ongoing.

• Pregnant people who received RSV 
vaccine during a prior pregnancy:

• are not recommended to receive 
additional doses during this 
pregnancy,

• their infants should receive 
nirsevimab. 

ACIP 6/28/24 Presentation; RSV Immunization for Children 19 Months & Younger | CDC
Immunizations to Protect Infants | RSV | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2024-06-26-28.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/hcp/child.html#recommendations
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/vaccines/protect-infants.html?s_cid=SEM.GA:PAI:RG_AO_GA_TM_A18_RSV-Pregnancy-Brd:maternal%20rsv%20vaccine:SEM00087&utm_id=SEM.GA:PAI:RG_AO_GA_TM_A18_RSV-Pregnancy-Brd:maternal%20rsv%20vaccine:SEM00087&gad_source=1
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Updated Older Adult RSV Vaccine 
Recommendations

• ACIP recommends the following older adults receive a single dose of 
RSV vaccine:

• Ages 75 yrs. of age and older
• Ages 60–74 yrs. at increased risk of severe RSV disease

• Thus far, RSV vaccines appear to provide some protection for at least 
two RSV seasons.

• May be given year-round but consider giving in late summer and early 
fall to maximize benefits of RSV vaccination.

CDC: RSV Immunizations; CDC: RSV Vaccine Guidance for Older Adults; Use of RSV 
Vaccines in Adults Aged ≥60 Years: Updated Recommendations of ACIP, 2024 | MMWR

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7332e1.htm?s_cid=mm7332e1_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM133249&ACSTrackingLabel=Early%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20Vol.%2073%2C%20August%206%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM133249#print
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7332e1.htm?s_cid=mm7332e1_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM133249&ACSTrackingLabel=Early%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20Vol.%2073%2C%20August%206%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM133249#print


29
CDC: RSV Vaccine Guidance for Older Adults; Use of RSV Vaccines in Adults Aged ≥60 Years: Updated 
Recommendations of ACIP, 2024 | MMWR ; ACIP 6/26/24: Adult RSV Clinical Considerations

Chronic Medical Conditions and Risk Factors 
Associated with Increased Risk of Severe RSV Disease

• Guidance provides 
flexibility for clinicians 
to assess patient risk

• Greatest risk of severe 
RSV disease in people 
ages ≥ 75 yrs. and 
people with ≥ 2 
chronic conditions

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7332e1.htm?s_cid=mm7332e1_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM133249&ACSTrackingLabel=Early%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20Vol.%2073%2C%20August%206%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM133249#print
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7332e1.htm?s_cid=mm7332e1_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM133249&ACSTrackingLabel=Early%20Release%20%E2%80%93%20Vol.%2073%2C%20August%206%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM133249#print
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2024-06-26-28/12-RSV-Adult-Melgar-508.pdf
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Adult RSV Vaccines – No Preferential Recommendation

Brand Name ABRYSVO® Arexvy mRESVIA®

Manufacturer Pfizer GSK Moderna

Composition RSVpreF (protein) RSVpreF (protein) 
+ adjuvant mRNA

Recommended 
groups

-Older Adults
- Pregnant at 32-36 

weeks GA, from 
Sept. 1 to Jan. 31

Older 
Adults*

Older 
Adults

Year approved 2023 2023 2024

*AREXVY is FDA approved, but not CDC recommended, for adults 50-59 at increased risk of severe RSV.

RSV Vaccine Factsheet (CDPH); CDC: RSV Older Adult Vaccination Information; FDA mRESVIA® 

https://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1511.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/hcp/older-adults.html
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/mresvia
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Co-Administration of Flu, COVID-19, & RSV Vaccines

• May offer all recommended respiratory virus vaccines during one visit. 
• Patients should be aware they may experience more side effects, like fever and 

fatigue; however, these side effects are generally mild or moderate and only last a 
day or two. 

• For patients at high risk of becoming seriously ill from one of these diseases, the 
benefits of timely protection from coadministration likely outweigh the possible risks of 
increased side effects. 

• If the provider is confident there will be additional opportunities to vaccinate, and the 
patient prefers to receive these vaccines during different visits, there is no minimum 
wait period between vaccines.

• The most important thing is that patients receive all their recommended vaccines in a 
timely way to protect against these major respiratory diseases this fall and winter virus 
season.

CDC Provider Toolkit Preparing Patients for the Fall and Winter Virus Season, 
Clinical Guidance, Coadministration

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/hcp/tools-resources/#cdc_toolkit_main_toolkit_cat_1-clinical-guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/hcp/tools-resources/#cdc_toolkit_main_toolkit_cat_1-clinical-guidance


Talking with Families About 
Vaccines

https://cdph.sharepoint.com/sites/covid-19response/Vaccine%20%20Mass/Presentation%20Materials/Local%20Health%20Department%20webinars/Weekly%20Webinars%20with%20LHDs%20(Tues)/May%202024/LHDs%20Webinar%205.14.24%20Current.pptx?web=1
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Make a Strong Recommendation

• Start with the presumptive approach
• Assumes the patient will choose to vaccinate
• Your strong recommendation is the most important part of the 

vaccine conversation

Immunization Strategies for Healthcare Practices and Providers (CDC)
Talking with Patients about COVID-19 Vaccination (CDC)

Example: “I see you’re due for flu, 
COVID-19, and RSV vaccines today. As 
my patient, I strongly recommend these 
vaccines to protect you and others 
around you from serious illness. Let’s get 
this ready for you now.”

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/strat.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fhcp%2Fconversations-module.html
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Motivational Interviewing

• For patients with vaccine concerns, consider 
applying motivational interviewing.

• There are four steps to apply motivational 
interviewing rapidly:
1. Be empathetic
2. Ask permission
3. Apply interviewing techniques
4. Respond to questions

Talking with Patients about COVID-19 Vaccination (CDC)
Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fhcp%2Fconversations-module.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf


35

Step 1: Be Empathetic

• Be compassionate and show empathy; be curious about the 
reasons they feel the way they do

• Be sensitive to culture, family dynamics, and circumstances 
that may influence how patients view vaccines.

• Do not argue or debate.

Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023.

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf
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Step 2: Ask Permission
• Start by asking permission to discuss vaccines.

o “If it is okay with you, I would like to spend a few minutes talking 
about vaccines that are an important part of your care”

• If the patient says they do NOT want to talk about vaccines:
 Ask why they don’t want to talk about vaccines:

o “Can you tell me more about the reasons you don’t want to 
discuss vaccination today?”

 Respect the patient’s decision
 Ask if they would be willing to talk about vaccines at their next visit

Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023.

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf
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Step 3: Apply Interviewing Techniques
• Open the conversation

o Use open-ended questions to explore
o Avoid yes/no questions

• Affirm positive behaviors
o “That’s great that you’ve gotten your flu vaccine. Now let’s talk 

about some other vaccines.”
• Reflect what you hear

o “It sounds like you have some concerns.”
• Summarize the conversation

o “Let me see if I understand what you’ve said so far…”

Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023.

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf
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Step 3: Apply Interviewing Techniques

• Example: Ask the patient a scaled question.
o “On a scale of 1 to 10, how likely are you to get a COVID-19 

vaccine?”

• Keep exploring and reflectively listen.
o “Why did you choose this number?”
o “Why wasn’t it lower/higher?”
o “What would it take to get to a higher number?”

• The goal is to help the patient become more open to moving toward 
high numbers (i.e., to increase readiness to get vaccinated).

Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023.

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf
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Step 4: Respond to Questions

• If the patient asks a question about vaccine safety, vaccine risks, or 
their health or mental health, respond within the boundaries of your 
competence and scope of practice.

• Most data on safety and risk is population based. Practice 
reframing safety as individual risk.

o “Based on your health, you are at an increased risk of getting very sick, 
and in the group the vaccine will most benefit.”

• If you do not know the answer to a question, discuss how to find a 
good source of information.

Wolicki, JoEllen. “Talking to Patients about Vaccines” CDC COCA Call. Sept. 19, 2023.

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2023/091923_slides.pdf
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Resources 

Deciding to Vaccinate Your Child: Common Concerns | CDC

Vaccines for Your Children | CDC

Talking to Parents about Vaccines Materials | Conversations | CDC

Immunizations - HealthyChildren.org

Vaccine Update for Healthcare Professionals | Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (chop.edu)

Vaccine Confidence & Addressing Concerns | Immunize.org

Provider Resources

Parent Resources

How I Recommend Vaccination Video Series | CDC

Parent Education (Vaccine Safety) – California Vaccines for Children (VFC) (eziz.org)

Vaccine hesitancy in the refugee, immigrant, and migrant population in the United States | PubMed

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/why-vaccinate/vaccine-decision.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/conversations/conv-materials.html
https://www.healthychildren.org/english/safety-prevention/immunizations/pages/default.aspx
https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-update-healthcare-professionals
https://www.immunize.org/clinical/vaccine-confidence/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/howirecommend/index.html
https://eziz.org/resources/parented/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36332155/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36332155/
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