
AGENDA 
 

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
County Administrative Center - 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor 

Board of Supervisors Chambers 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, November 20, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 

 
All agenda items and supporting documentation are available for public review at the 
Kern County General Services Division, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 3rd Floor, in Bakersfield, 
CA 93301 during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
following posting of the agenda. Any supporting documentation that relates to an agenda 
item that is distributed after the agenda is posted and prior to the meeting will also be 
available at the same location. 
 
Commissioners: Ryan Abler, District I; 

William Chapman, District II;  
Carol Lair, District III; 
Lorena Cervantes, District IV; and  
Ucedrah Osby, District V 

 
Disclaimer: This agenda includes the proposed actions and activities with respect to 
each agenda item as of the date of posting. As such, it does not preclude the 
Commission from modifying the recommendations of staff or taking different actions than 
those proposed. 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, COMMENTS, AND REQUESTS 
 

1. This portion of the agenda is reserved for persons wishing to address the 
Commission on any matter not on this agenda and over which the Commission 
has jurisdiction. No response is required from the Commission or staff, and no 
action can be taken on items not on the agenda; however, Commissioners may 
respond briefly to statements made or questions posed. Commissioners may ask 
a question for clarification, make a referral to staff for factual information, or 
request staff to report back to the Commission at a later meeting. SPEAKERS 
ARE LIMITED TO TWO MINUTES. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME FOR THE 
RECORD. 
 

I. Public Comments and Requests 
 



CONSENT AGENDA 
 

2. All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by staff. Consent items will be considered first and may be approved 
by one motion if no member of the Commission or public wishes to comment or ask 
questions. If discussion is desired, the item will be removed from the consent 
agenda and will be considered in the listed sequence. 
 
I. Approval of Minutes: Regular meeting on October 16, 2024; APPROVE 
II. Miscellaneous Correspondence; RECEIVE AND FILE  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
3. This portion of the meeting is reserved for General Services staff to provide a report 

regarding new and ongoing projects, programs, and plans relating to Kern County 
Parks 
 
I. General Services Division; INFORMATIONAL 
II. Park Ranger – Status Update; INFORMATIONAL 

 
NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS 

 
4. Proposal to rename the Dog Park located in Lake Isabella as Murphy’s Dog Park; 

DISCUSS; RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT; MAKE RECOMMENDATION 
5. Upcoming Commission meeting locations as per code §2.50.060(D); SET 

JANUARY 2025 MEETING LOCATION 
 

COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
6. On their own initiative, Commission members may make a brief announcement or 

a brief report on their own activities. Commissioners may request that an item be 
agendized at a future meeting, make a referral to staff for factual information, or 
request that staff report back to the Commission at a later meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
7. Adjourn to next regular meeting, scheduled for January 15, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., to 

be conducted at the County Administrative Center - 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st 
Floor, Board of Supervisors Chambers, Bakersfield, CA 93301, unless otherwise 
indicated, changed, and/or cancelled by the Commission. 



 

Americans with Disabilities Act  
(Government Code Section 54953.2) 

 
The Kern County Administrative Center is accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled 
individuals who need assistance to attend or participate in a meeting of the Kern County 
Parks and Recreation Commission may request assistance at the Kern County Parks and 
Recreation Division, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 3rd Floor, Bakersfield, or by calling (661) 868-
7000. Every effort will be made to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities by 
making meeting material available in alternate formats. Requests should be made five (5) 
working days in advance whenever possible. 

To obtain past Agendas or Minutes, please visit our website at: 
https://www.kerncounty.com/gsd/parks/ 

https://www.kerncounty.com/government/parks/how-do-i/find/commission-information/parks-and-recreation-commission#ad-image-1
http://www.kerncounty.com/gsd/parks/


Kern County  

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Public Presentations, 
Comments and Requests 



Kern County  

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Consent Agenda 



MINUTES 
 

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
1115 Truxtun Ave, 1st Floor 

Bakersfield, CA. 93301 
Board of Supervisors Chambers 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024 
6:30 P.M. 

 
The Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission meeting was held on Wednesday, 
October 16, 2024. Commissioner Abler presided and called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Commissioner(s): Ryan Abler, District I; William Chapman, District II; and Carol 

Lair, District III 
 
Absent: Commissioner(s): Lorena Cervantes, District IV and Ucedrah Osby, District V 
 
Staff: Brian Van Wyk, Deputy County Counsel; Isaac Preston, Senior CAO Manager; 

Michael Deleon, Sheriff’s Commander, Kern County Sheriff; and Jason Nelson, 
Sheriff’s Lieutenant, Kern County Sheriff 

 
Others: There were 6 others present 
 
Note: Ab, Ch, La, Ce, and Os are abbreviations for Commissioners Abler, Chapman, 

Lair, Cervantes, and Osby. As an example, Ab-La denotes Commissioner Abler 
made a motion and Commissioner Lair seconded the motion. 

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: LEAD BY COMMISSIONER ABLER 
 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS, COMMENTS AND REQUESTS 
 

I. RICH O’NEIL - WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE 
COMMENTS REGARDING THE KERN COUNTY RIPARIAN PRESERVE 
SIGNAGE 
 

II. KATHLEEN ARNOLD CHAMBERS – WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE 
COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON THE KERN RIVER PARKWAY 
NATURE CENTER; EXPRESS CONCERN FOR DISCARDED FISHING LINE 

 
III. HARRY LOVE – WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO EXPRESS 

CONCERN REGARDING DISCARDED FISHING LINE AND SUPPLY AN 
EXAMPLE OF A MONOFILAMENT RECYCLING BIN AND REQUEST COUNTY 
INSTALLATION 
 



IV. KATIE WESTMORELAN – WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO 
REQUEST ADDITIONAL TRASH BINS AT HART PARK; REQUESTED 
UPDATE ON A DISC GOLF COURSE AT HERITAGE PARK 
 

V. DAVID SCHAD – WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO 
VOLUNTEER TO DISPOSE OF FISHING LINE COLLECTED IN THE HART 
PARK MONOFILAMENT RECYCLING BINS FOLLOWING INSTALLATION 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
I. Approval of Minutes: Regular meeting on September 18, 2024; Ch:La TO 

APPROVE THE MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN; MOTION CARRIED. 3 
AYES; 2 ABSENT – CERVANTES; OSBY 
 

II. Miscellaneous Correspondence: Written Correspondence dated October 5, 
2024, submitted by Carol Lair. Ch:La TO RECEIVE AND FILE; MOTION 
CARRIED. 3 AYES; 1 ABSENT-OSBY 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

General Services – Status Update  
 

I. PROPOSAL TO RENAME LAKE ISABELLA DOG PARK - ISAAC PRESTON, 
SENIOR CAO MANAGER, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
PROPOSE THE RENAMING OF THE DOG PARK IN LAKE ISABELLA AND 
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE COMMISSION FOR CONSIDERATION AT 
THE NOVEMBER 20, 2024, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
MEETING 
 

II. HERITAGE PARK- ISAAC PRESTON, SENIOR CAO MANAGER, WAS 
PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO REPORT THAT A RIBBON 
CUTTING CEREMONY WAS HELD ON OCTOBER 9, 2024 
 

Park Ranger – Status Update 
 

I. MICHAEL DELEON, SHERIFF’S COMMANDER, KERN COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE A 
PARK RANGER UPDATE AND REPORT THAT THE ORDINANCE 
REDEFINING THE PARK RANGERS HAS BEEN CODIFIED 
 

II. JASON NELSON, SHERIFF’S LIEUTENANT, KERN COUNTY SHERIFF, WAS 
PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON PARK 
RANGER ACQUISITONS 

 
 
 



NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS 
  

I. Commissioner Chapman requested information on OHV Green Sticker Grant 
Funds process; INFORMATION TO BE POSTED IN FEBRUARY 2025 FOR 
THE 2025/2026 GRANT CYCLE 
 

II. Commissioner Chapman requested a report on salary allocated to the part-time 
director contracted at the Kern River Parkway Nature Center through District III 
funding; THERE IS CURRENTLY NO SALARIED EMPLOYEES STAFF AT THE 
KERN RIVER PARKWAY NATURE CENTER 
 

III. Commissioner Lair requested information on posting signage at Hart Park 
regarding fishing line disposal; GENERAL SERVICES TO DISCUSS 
INTERNALLY 
 

IV. Upcoming Commission meeting locations as per code §2.50.060(D); THE 
COMMISSION UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED TO HOLD THE NOVEMBER 20, 
2024 MEETING AT THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER LOCATED AT 
1115 TRUXTUN AVE., 1ST FLOOR, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301 
 
COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
I. COMMISSIONER LAIR PROVIDED AN UPDATE ON THE HART PARK 

WORKING GROUP 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourn at 7:11 P.M. to the next regular meeting, scheduled for November 20, 2024, at 6:30 
P.M., at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 1115 Truxtun Ave. 1st Floor, Bakersfield, CA. 
93301 unless otherwise indicated, changed, and/or canceled by the Commission.  
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Debbie & Dave Freeland 

PO Box 935, Lake Isabella, CA 93240 

Phillip Peters 

Kern County Supervisor - First District 

1115 Truxtun Avenue, Suite 501 

Bakersfield, CA 93301-4639 

Dear Supervisor Peters: 

September 16, 2024 

We are writing to request your support for officially naming the Dog Park located in 

Lake Isabella as "Murphy's" Dog Park. The Park is situated on Kern County property. 

The conceptual planning and construction of this much needed facility was a grass roots 

effort by the community and was led by long time Kern Valley resident Kathe Malouf. 

She had the vision to provide a safe, fenced, leash-free area for her cherished black lab 

Murphy to play and exercise with his other canine companions. 

Kathe was the driving force for collecting approximately $10,000 in donations from 

generous community members and businesses, along with acquiring numerous donated 

services to make this Park a reality. Financial support included a $500.00 donation from 

Kern County Supervisor Mick Gleason. Kathe's vision came true with a grand opening in 

2019. 

Why name the Park after "Murphy"? Some time ago, we jokingly made a suggesstion to 

Kathe that the Park should be named after her for doing the "heavy lifting" in seeing 

this project through. As expected, she responded with a resounding" No!" In a 

kidding fashion, she said to name the Park after Murphy. Kathe is well known in the 

Kern River Valley and the only self-pride she possesses is being humble. 

We have reached out to the Kern River Valley Chamber of Commerce, people who use 

the dog park, and other organizations and individuals about this proposal. There has 

only been enthusiastic feedback in their desire to name the dog park after Murphy. 

If you would be so kind as to get behind this proposal and lend your needed support, 

1 



you would be helping Kathe receive the recognition she has earned. 

Please notify us should you have any questions, suggestions and/or concerns regarding 

our request. 

Dave Freeland 

(760-549-3976) 

davefreeland60@yahoo.com 

Debbie Freeland 
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