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September 5,2024

The Honoroble Govin Newsom
Governor of Colifornio
l02l O Street, Suite 9000
Socromento, CA 95814

RE: AB 98 (Corrillo, Reyes), Worehouse design ond build slondords - Requesl for Veto

Deor Governor Newsom,

I om writing on beholf of the Kern County Boord of Supervisors, in lockstep with the
Colifornio Stote Associotlon of Counties ond the Leogue of Colifornio Cities, to express
our strong opposition to AB 98 (Conillo, Reyes), which would limit new or exponded
logistics use developments ond worehouses on existing rezoned industriolsites within 900
feet of "sensitive receptorsr". The bill would olso require locol governments to updote
their circulotion elements ond logistics use development informotion including truck
routes, signoge, porking, ond idling. Under this legislotion, the Attorney Generolwould be
outhorized to fine locoljurisdictions $50,000 every six months if they ore not in complionce.

This bill wos negotioted behind closed doors. excluded key stokeholders including cities
ond counties, ond wos introduced for the first time in the finol week of the legislotive
session. There hos not been o proper vetting of the for-reoching impocts this billwill hove.
no policy committee hos deliberoted on this bill, ond there hos been no public heorings
or opportunity for public comment. ln typicol Socromento foshion, this significont policy
motter will once ogoin force o "one-size-fits-oll" opprooch on communities.

Here in Kern, the Stote's hobituol enoctment of bod policies hos significontly hompered
our ogriculturol industry ond proceeded to legislote our oil ond gos industry out of
existence. Our communities ore disproportionotely burdened by lost tox revenue ond
good poying jobs ot the honds of the Stote. To odd insult to injury, this bill would homper
our exponding logistics ond worehousing sector os we seek to find economic
development olternotives thot con employ our residents ond fill the void in lost tox
revenue left behind by our legocy industries.

1 Homes, hospitats, schools, and pubtic recreation areas.



Kern's logistics ond worehouse industry for exceeds the stondords of ony project in
Colifornio, yet AB 98 would toke locol community-bosed solutions completely off the
toble by outright limiting o locoljurisdiction's obility to site o new or exponded logistic use
development or worehouse thot is within 900 feet of o sensitive receptor. Locol decision
moking is essentiol to ensure zoning regulotions ore toilored to the unique needs ond
concerns of vorious communities. Simply put, locol governments should retoin their
obilities to exercise locol discretion when siting logistic use developments prior to ony
stote-mondoted conditions being required.

ln oddition. the bill estoblishes o tiered fromework thot opplies different setbock
requirements ond worehouse conditions depending on existing industriol or re-zoned sites
ocross the stote. This would moke logistic use ond worehouse developments in certoin
cities or counties more ottroctive compored to other cities or counties. This uneven
ploying field will benefit certoin locol governments to the detriment of others, in some
coses solely bosed on geogrophic differences, hindering the obility of cities ond counties
to provide future job opportunities for their communities. Creoting winners ond losers
bosed on geogrophy will homper employment opportunities ond limit future economic
growth.

Locol governments work hord to comply with existing stotute ond regulotions such os the
Colifornio Environmentol Quolity Act. Advonced Cleon Fleet, ond mony other stote-
mondoted requirements. Adding new ond complicoted requirements without including
o mechonism for locol governments to receive reimbursement for those mondoted costs
is irresponsible. The proposed chonges in this legislotion would moke it more chollenging
for locol governments to meet their regulotory obligotions. Exocerboting this chollenge is

the outhorizotion in AB 98 thot would ollow the Attorney Generol to impose o fine of
$50,000 every six months on o locoljurisdiction thot does not complete their circulotion
element updotes. This unprecedented level of enforcement obsent o court order or
litigotion torgets locol governments with punitive meosures ond is o heovy-honded
solution thot will seriously erode ond jeopordize the cooperotive noture ond mutuol
respect oll levels of government ore expected to odhere to in o modern democrocy. The
lock of tronsporency ond utter disregord for public input on this importont policy issue is

simply oppolling.

For these reosons. the Kern County Boord of Supervisors strongly opposes this legislotion
ond respectfully requests thot you velo AB 98.

Sincerely,

vid Couch, Choirmon
Kern County Boord of Supervisors

The Honoroble Juon Corrillo
The Honoroble Eloise Gomez Reyes
Show Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Longe
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