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August 7,2024

The Honorabte Laphonza Butler
United States Senate
G10 Dirksen Senate Office Buitding
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorabte Atex Paditta
United States Senate
112Hart Senate Office Buitding
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorabte David Vatadao
United States House of Representatives
2465 Rayburn House Office Buil.ding
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorabte Vince Fong
United States House of Representatives
2468 Rayburn House Office Buitding
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorabte Jay Obernotte
United States House of Representatives
1029 Longworth House Office Buitding
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Adutt Protective Services and Long-Term Care Ombudsman Funding in FY25 - SUPPORT

Honorabte Members of the Kern CongressionaI Detegation,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to urge Congress to support Adutt
Protective Services (APS) and Long-Term Care Ombudsman program (LTCOP) funding in the fiscal
year 2025 budgeting process.

Specificalty, we urge congress to provide at least $100 mittion for APS program formuta grants and

$SO mittion for the LTCOP in any finat bipartisan appropriations legisl.ation. Previous funding tevets
provided APS programs with $1BB mittion. The current funding bitts from both the House and Senate
Appropriations Committees provided onty $Zl.l mittion for LTCOP and $O in specific APS funding.
Previous funding levels have altowed APS programs to botster capacity, staffing, and services as the
number and comptexity of etder abuse reports increases. White the FY25 ask is a more modest
funding request compared to pandemic-tevel funding for the programs, cutting funding to the
currentty proposed levets woutd turn a bl.ind eye to this criticaI issue. In fact, in2021, over 1.34 mittion
reports of etder abuse were made nationatl.y to APS programs.

It is essentiaI to our national effort to provide adequate funding for APS programs to combat abuse,
negtect, and exptoitation of otder adutts and people with disabil.ities. The funding [eve[ currently in
progress would result in 16 states receiving a pattry $103,221. An increase is needed to sustain
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services and maintain capacity. This is not the time to weaken our efforts to combat the sinister force
of abuse, negtect, and exptoitation of otder adutts and peopte with disabitities in America.

For these reasons, the Kern County Board of Supervisors wishes to etevate awareness about the
important day-to-day work that both APS and Ombudsman do to hetp victims of etder abuse and
prevent victimization. El.der abuse remains a reaI and present danger to too many otder adutts.
Congress must provide meaningful funding to address it, and we respectfutty request your support
in this effort.

Sincerety,

David Couch, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors
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