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Juty 30, 2024

The Honorabte Laphonza Butter
United States Senate
Hart Senate Office Buitding
500 Constitution Ave NE, Room 1 12

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: Cosponsor Request - S. 4317 Secure and Affordable Broadband Extension Act

Dear Senator Butler,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express our strong suppolt for S. 4317
and respectfutty request that you cosponsor this important tegistation titted the Secure and Affordable
Broad band Extension Act.

This bipartisan bitt, introduced by Senator Ben Lujan (D-NM), would provide additionat funding for the
Affordabte Connectivity Program (ACP) which was created as part of the Bipartisan lnfrastructure Law and
provides low-income househotds a discount of up to $gO per month for internet service and up to $75 per
month on quatifying Tribat [ands or high-cost [ocations, making internet service affordabte for all - and in
many cases, entirety f ree.

Kern County has served on the front lines of our community's effort to ctose the digitat divide - forging
paftnerships and supporting community engagement efforts to drive deptoyment and adoption of high-
speed internet in unserved and underserued communities. The ACP is a vitaI tool in achieving these efforts.

Over 2.8 mittion househotds in Catifornia have retied on ACP subsidies and discounts to afford criticat
broadband internet service. On June 1st, those enrotted househol.ds stopped receiving benefits f rom this
program as the initial. federaI funding appropriated to the ACP ran out. Kern is urging Congress to pass this
vitat tegistation as it woutd provide an additionat $6 bittion for the ACP to restart and continue benef its.

Proponents of the ACP argue that the subsidy essentiatLy pays for itsetf. A recent economics working paper'
estimated that for every dottar spent on the ACP, the nation's gross domestic product increases by $S.Ag.
Another study2 catculated that ACP subscribers wil.t tikety Lose $10 bittion in work opportunities, $1 .+ bittion
in teteheatth savings, and $AZl mittion in student benefits if the program doesn't return. Yet another study
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'? https://progresschamber.orglwp-content/uptoads/2024l04/Anatysis -Economic-lmpact-of-ACP-Expiration-
050124.pdf



posted by the Benton lnstitutes found that the lost economic benefits from e-commerce/ontine shopping
for [ow-income househotds that used the ACP amounts to roughty $t.S Oittion annuatly.

The end of the ACP coutd atso jeopardize the $+Z Uttion Broadband Equity Access and Deptoyment (BEAD)
program. One anatysis found that the existence of the ACP ted to an estimated25o/o reduction in the per-
househotd subsidy needed to incentivize providers in ruraI areas.

For atl the reasons above, the Kern County Board of Supervisors urges you to cosponsor this important
tegistation and we look forward to working with you to ensure its passage in the Senate.

Sincerety,

David Couch, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors

cc: Honorabte Members, Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee
NationaI Association of Counties
Catifornia State Association of Counties
Carpi & Ctay

3 https://www.benton.orglpubtications/acp-expiration-means-bittions-tost-savings


