
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

SU PERVISORS

Phillip Peters .

Zack Scrivner.
Jeff Flores

David Couch .

Leticia Perez

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4
District 5

KATHLEEN KRAUSE
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Kern County Administrative Center
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5th Floor

Bakersfield, CA 93301
Telephone (661) 868-3585

TTY Relay (800) 735-2929

April4,2024

The Honorabte Maria Etena Durazo
Chair, Senate LocaI Government Committee
State Capitol, Room 407

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1232(Grove), Prop. 218 exemptions for organic waste coltection - SUPPORT

Dear Senator Durazo,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express our strong support for SB

1232 (Grove). This bitt witt require the Catifornia Department of Resources Recycting and Recovery
(CatRecycte)to grant an exemption from comptyingwith the organic waste cottection requirements
for designated areas in a county that have successfutty protested the fees through the Proposition
21 8 process.

When SB 1383 (Lara) passed in 2016, it required CatRecycte to imptement an organic waste disposat
ptan. lf [oca[ governments do not compty, penatties are $10,000 a day or as much as $3.eS mittion a
year. ln order to compty with the new [aw, Kern County ptanned for residents to be provided three
bins - one each for househotd waste, organic and recycling-with an annuaI fee between $SZg.gS
and $559.80 added to property tax bitts.

With the Kern atready at 810/o comptiance in late 2023,i|.needed 14 universal cottection areas in
western and eastern Kern to approve the fee to become futty comptaint. These areas inctude: Boron,

Frazier Park, Kern River Vattey, McFartand, Mojave, Tehachapi, Ridgecrest, Rosamond, Arvin,

Detano, Northwest Metro Bakersfietd, Outer Metro Bakersfietd, Outer Taft and Shafter-Waco.

However, in December 2023, six out of the 14 universa[ cotlection areas successfutty protested the
rate increase. The remaining eight areas did not hotd a vote. This put the County and CatRecycte in

uncharted territory as no other county has successfutly protested the fee increase before.

SB 1232 witt create a ctarifying exemption to attow a designated area in a county that has a

successfu[ Proposition 218 protest to be exempt f rom imposing a fee on organic waste collection.



For atl of the reasons stated above, the Kern County Board of Supervisors strongly supports this
tegistation and respectfutty requests that you vote YES on SB 1232.

Sincerety,

Couch, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors

cc: Honorabte Members, Senate LocaI Government Committee
The Honorabte Shannon Grove, Senate District 12

Honorabte Members, Kern Legislative Delegation
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Kern County PubLic Works Department
Kern County CounseI
Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange


