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May 13,2024

The Honorabte Carotine Menjivar

Chair, Senate Budget & Fiscat Review Subcommittee No. 3 on Heatth & Human Seruices

1O21 O Street, Suite 6720

Sacramento, CA95814

The Hon orabte Akitah Weber, M.D.

Chair, Assembty Budget Subcommittee No. 1 on Heatth

1021 O Street, Suite 4130

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Reiect Governor's ProposaI to Etiminate $300 Mittion Future of Pubtic Health (FoPH)

Dear Senator Menjivar and Assembty Member Weber:

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to strongty oppose the Governor's May

Revision budget proposatto etiminate the entire $300 mittion ongoing GeneraI Fund Future of Pubtic

Heatth (FoPH) investment, inctuding $ZOO mittion dedicated to locaI heatth department workforce

and infrastructure. We atso express opposition to the elimination of $52.5 mittion in FoPH funds in

the current f iscaI year.

Our Kern County Pubtic Heatth Department serves as the f irst [ine of defense against att pubtic heatth

threats in our community. To carry out this key responsibitity, we rely on a highty skitted and

speciatized workforce. The pubtic heatth workforce has faced significant chattenges over the past

severa[ years responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, including burnout and harassment by

members of the pubtic.

FoPH provides our Pubtic Heatth Department with ongoing funding to rebuitd our workforce and

infrastructure. The proposed cutswoutd resu[t in the loss of $S.a mittion annuattyand directty impact

roughty 35 positions in our workforce.

These investments represent one of the very few initiatives dedicated to strengthening the
governmentaI pubtic heatth workforce and infrastructure of our state, and we are dismayed by the



Administration's proposal to etiminate these vitat resources. Cutting this vitat funding now wit[

exacerbate the inequities of decades-tong resource shortages that have contributed to the poor

heatth outcomes of our residents and residents throughout the Vattey.

As we continue to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, our country and state has experienced the
tragic impacts of understaffed and under-resourced [oca[ pubtic heatth departments. Catifornia

must continue to support the governmentaI pubtic heatth workforce and ensure robust and capabte
pubtic heatth departments.

It is for these reasons that the Kern County Board of Supervisors respectfully requests that your

committee reject the Administration's proposed etimination of pubtic heatth funding and maintain

the ongoing $300 mittion FoPH investment.

Respectf utty,

David Couch, Chairman

Kern County Board of Supervisors

cc: Honorabte Members, Senate Budget & Fiscat Review Committee
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Scott Ogus, Deputy Staff Director, Senate Budget & Fiscat Review Committee

Etissa Wynne, Staff Director, Senate Budget & FiscaI Review Committee

Marjorie Swartz, Principat Consuttant, Office of Senate President pro Tempore
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Joe Stephenshaw, Director, Department of Finance

Mark Ghaty, Secretary, Heatth & Human Services Agency

Tom6s Arag6n, Director & State Pubtic Heatth Officer, Department of Pubtic Heatth
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