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June 5,2024

The Honoroble Jesse Gobriel, Choir
Assembly Committee on Budget
l02l O Street, Suite 8230

Socromento, CA 958 I 4

The Honoroble Corey Jockson, Choir
Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 2
1021 O Street, Suite 6120

Socromento, CA 958 1 4

The Honoroble Scott Wiener, Choir
Senote Budget ond Fiscol Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 8620
Socromento, CA 9581 4

The Honoroble Coroline Menjivor, Choir
Senote Budget Subcommittee No. 3
1021 O Street, Suite 6720
Socromento, CA 9581 4

Deor Legislotive Budget ond Subcommittee Choirs,

I om writing on beholf of the Kern County Boord of Supervisors to express our serlous
concern with the Moy 29 joint legislotive proposolthot includes o $29.4 million reduction
in funding for Colifornio's locol child support ogencies (LCSA). This cut represents gl0
million from the Stote Generol Fund ond $19.4 million to be lost from Federol Finonciol
Porticipotion (FFP). The loss of stote ond federolfunding will significontly impoct our locol
progrom, stoff, ond the fomilies we serve in Kern County.

The Colifornio Child Support progrom funding wos held flot for over l5 yeors. ln 2018, the
Child Support Directors Associotion (CSDA) ond the Deportment of Child Supportservices
(DCSS) conducted o Level of Effort Study in 2Ol8 which onolyzed federol ond stote
mondoted cosework octivities ond identified the minimum level of funding needed to
provide enough resources to LCSAs to conduct those octivities. The Level of Effort Study
resulted in o funding methodologywhich wos codified in Fomily Code 17306.1. Colifornio
hos been working to fully implement this methodology to ensure LCSAs hove odequote
resources to perform mondoted work ond to bring funding equity to Colifornio counties.
This hos not been occomplished; the Colifornio progrom wos olreody underfunded by

1



$100.9 million ($34.3 million Generol Fund). This proposed cut will increose this progrom's
funding deficit to $130.3 million ($44.3 million Generol Fund).

lnsteod, since thot time, money hos been given to, ond token owoy from the locol
progrom repeotedly in such o woy thot hos creoted progrom instobility ond on inobility
to hire ond retoin troined stoff, complicoted by the unstoble ond tight lobor morket
following the COVID-19 pondemic. Our county, prior to this proposol, wos olreody
underfunded by close to $9 million, now exocerboted by on odditionol cut of $1 million.

Child poverty in Colifornio stonds of neorly 147o, occording to the Public Policy lnstitute of
Colifornior, ond the child support progrom is cruciol in oddressing this issue. By ensuring
thot both porents contribute to their children's support, our progrom helps reduce poverty
ond ovoid odditionol sociol costs. The recent implementotion of the Formerly Assisted
Poss-Through progrom oims to distribute more child support to low-income porents.
However, these budget cuts will hinder our obility to collect ond distribute child support
ond reduce child poverty.

The childhood poverty rote in Kern County is 29%2, with I 8.2%s of Kern's children living in
food insecure homes. We see firsthond the impoct of child poverty ond how essentiolour
services ore in ollevioting it. Kern County Child Support Services serves 52,590 children
ond in FY 22123, collected ond distributed $71.3 million directly to fomilies with o cost
effectiveness of $3.23 for every dollor invested in the progrom.

Colifornio is poised to implement the federol Flexibility, Efficiency, ond Modernizotion in
Child Support Enforcement Progroms (FEM) Finol Rule, which ocknowledges the unique
economic needs ond limitotions of eoch cose. The new federol guidelines require
gothering ond onolyzing informotion from o brooder ronge of sources thon cunently
ovoiloble. Adequote stoffing is essentiol for LCSAs to meet these requirements,
porticulorly in oddressing disporities for historicolly underserved communities. Ensuring
equol opportunities for oll Colifornions is vitol for the prosperity of our communities.

The Legisloture's Budget Committees ore proposing to moke this cut permonent. While
understonding the need to oddress Colifornio's budget chollenges, moking this cut
permonent will hove long-losting odverse effects ond will reduce federol funding on on
ongoing bosis. LCSAs ore olreody underfunded ond not of pority. I strongly urge you to
reconsider ond ovoid ony permonent Colifornio Child Support progrom reductions.

I https ://www. p p ic.orglp u b ti cation/poverty-i n-
catifornia/?utm source=ppic&utm medium=emait&utm_campaign=epub
2 https://kern.org/kcnc/wp-content/btogs.dirl4/fites/sites/21l2021 /08/202'l -lmportant-Chitd-Facts.pdf
3 https:/lwww.capk.orglwp-content/upt oads/2o23/O9ICAPK-Food-lnsecurity-Needs-Assessment-
2023 Finat.pdf
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ln conclusion, while recognizing the fiscol chollenges focing the Legisloture, there ore
more vioble solutions thon permonently cutting the Child Support Progrom. This cut will
exocerbote fomily ond child poverty, increose relionce on other progroms, reduce
federolfunds for Colifornio os the progrom is funded ol33% by the Stote ond 66% by the
Federol Government. This meons for every dollor ollocoted to the progrom, counties ore
oble to drow down odditionol funding to better serve children in our communities. I urge
you to reconsider this proposol. lf you hove ony questions, pleose contoct our Director of
Child Support Services, Elizobeth Chovez, ot Ch aver he th .@kernr:n r-qe .fi finv.ilizc

Thonk you for your time ond considerotion of our request

Sincerely,

Dovid Couch, Choirmon
Kern County Boord of Supervisors

CC The Honoroble Govin Newsom, Colifornio Governor
The Honoroble Mike McGuire, Senote President pro Tempore
The Honoroble Robert Rivos, Speoker of the Assembly
Honoroble Members, Senote Budget ond Fiscol Committee
Honoroble Members, Assembly Committee on Budget
Honoroble Members, Senote Budget Subcommittee No.3
Honoroble Members, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 2
Honoroble Members, Kern Legislotive Delegotion
Dovid Kilgore, Director CA Deportment of Child Support Services
Child Support Directors Associotion of Colifornio
Colifornio Stote Associotion of Counties
Kern County Deportment of Child Support Services
Show Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Longe

3

be


