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March 20, 2024

Hon orabte Dr. Corey Jackson, Chair
Assembty Budget Subcommittee No. 2
1021 O Street, Suite 6120
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Carotine Menjivar, Chair
Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Sub. No. 3
1021 O Street, Suite 6720
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: IHSS Pubtic Authority Administrative Funding $60.5M ($30.5M GF) and Pubtic Authority
Back-Up Provider System (BUPS) Funding $2.8M ($t.AU GF) - SUPPORT

Dear Assembty Member Jackson and Senator Menjivar,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express our strong support for the
Governor's proposed budget atlocation retated to Pubtic Authority (PA) Administrative Funding for
ln-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) and the Pubtic Authority Back-Up Provider System (BUPS)

Funding. The IHSS program provides vitaI services to over 750,000 otder adults and individuals with
disabitities to hetp them remain safety in their own homes rather than institutional care, which is

more expensive.

The Kern IHSS Pubtic Authority maintains a tist of quatified caregivers to assist those in need with
finding the provider that best supports their medicaI requirements. ln addition, we provide valuable
training opportunities for IHSS consumers and their care providers. PA staff atso investigate the
quatifications and background of potentiaI providers and negotiate wages and benefits with the [abor
unions representing IHSS providers.

We use the administrative funding to execute mandated responsibitities and we appreciate the
recognition that casetoad is increasing and the additional funding to meet the needs of a growing
population of IHSS consumers.

As outtined and projected in the Master Ptan on Aging, the demand for quatified caregivers continues
to grow. Pubtic Authorities work hard but stitt struggte to find and retain enough IHSS providers to
meet the demand for the IHSS Provider Registry and the Back-Up Provider Program.

Kern County currentty has 551 etigibte providers on the BUPS tist and pays $18.00/hour (includes

$Z.OO Oitferentiat pay). Hours are part of the ctient's hours, not in addition to. Providers are etigibte
for 80 hours max per fiscal year. There is an exception of up to 1 60 hours if the ctient is severety
impaired. The providers are temporary, and the ctient must have an urgent need retated to persona[

care that cannot be postponed and is immediate. An urgent need is one that woutd have a direct
impact on the ctient and potentiatty jeopardize their heatth andlor safety and resutt in emergency
services and/or out of home ptacement.



We appreciate the continued support in the proposed FY 24-25 budget for IHSS Pubtic Authority
Administrative Funding $6O.SU ($30.5M GF) and Pubtic Authority BUPS Funding $2.8M ($1.4M GF)
and ask for your support.

Si

David Couch, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors

cc: Honorabte Members and Staff, Assembty Budget Subcommittee 2
Honorable Members and Staff, Senate Budget and FiscaI Review Subcommittee 3
Honorabte Members, Kern Legistative Detegation
Senator Scott Weiner
Assembty Member Jesse GabrieI
Catifornia Association of Pubtic Authorities for IHSS
Catifornia State Association of Counties
Cou nty Wetfa re Di recto rs Association of Catiforn ia
Kern Aging and Adutt Services
ShawYoder Antwih Schmetzer & Lange


