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The Honoroble Govin Newsom
Governor of Colifornio
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Socromento, CA 958 I 4

RE: Budgel Restorotions lo ColWORKs, Child Welfore Seryices, ond Adult
Proleclive Services - SUPPORT

Deor Governor Newsom,

I om writing on beholf of the Kern County Boord of Supervisors to express our grotitude for
the budget restorotions provided in the Legisloture's budget plon for the humon services
progroms thotwe odminister on the stote's beholf. These restorotions sove the sociolservices
sofety net, preserving core services ond supports thot hove proven essentiol to supporting
children, fomilies, ond older odults in recovering from the Greot Recession ond during ond
ofter the COVID-19 pondemic - ond ensuring thot those resources continue to be ovoiloble
to support the most vulneroble Colifornions during these cunent economicolly chollenging
times. We strongly urge you ond your Administrotion to mointoin funding for these vitol ond
life-soving services in the finol budget ogreement.

ln porticulor, we highlight restorotions in the following three moin oreos deemed os
especiolly criticol:

CoIWORKS - Kern County strongly supports the restorotion of funding for the Single Allocotion
ond Fomily Stobilizotion, ond the portiol restorotions for Exponded Subsidized Employment,
mentol heolth ond substonce obuse services, ond the Home Visiting Progrom. The cuts os
originolly proposed reversed well over o decode of investments in the CoIWORKs progrom
ond the fomilies served by it, eliminoting services ond supports thot ore proven to improve
fomily well-being ond their economic security. The restorotions prevent the decimotion of
the existing CoIWORKs services infrostructure.

With these funding restorotions, CoIWORKs clients will continue to hove subsidized
employment opportunities thot connect them to crucioljob troining, skills, ond experiences
thot leod to higherwoges ond permonent employment; ond fomilies experiencing crises or
boniers will continue io hove occess to intensive cose monogement ond services (e.g.,
domestic violence services, behoviorol heolth, educotion ond housing supports) through
the Fomily Stobilizotion progrom. Restorotions of the deep cuts to the Single Allocotion will



ollow our county to continue providing supportive services ond re-engogement with clients,
in oddition to our eligibility work, rother thon hoving to moke octuol reductions to current
service ond stoffing levels.

We ore olso grotefulto see thot there ore no proposed cuts to CoIWORKs gront levels. Cosh
gronts ore essentiol to helping poor fomilies be less poor. But the drostic cuts to CoIWORKs
services ond cose monogement would hove undermined the very ottributes thot moke
Colifornio's TANF progrom o model for ond leoder of the rest of the notion. We urge you to
mointoin funding for these essentiol services.

Child Welfore Services - Kern County strongly supports restorotion of funding for progroms
serving vulneroble youth ond fomilies in the child welfore system. These progroms hove
proven to stobilize youth ond fomilies ond their eliminotion would hove resulted in increosed
costs in other systems including housing, criminoljustice, heolth, ond behoviorol heolth.

Specificolly, we urge the preservotion of funding ($50 million Generol Fund (GF)) for
coregiver opprovols. This funding supports stote-mondoted cose monogement octivities to
perform timely opprovol of relotive coregivers through the Resource Fomily Approvol
process. This proposed cut wos controry to efforts to mointoin relotive-bosed plocements
for fosteryouth ond would hove led to even to longer opprovol times for relotive coregivers,
during which time relotives will be unoble to occess other foster core benefits to which they
would otherwise be entitled, including higher foster core rotes through the current home-
bosed foster core rote structure ond county speciolized core increments. Furthermore,
restorotion of this funding puts the stote budget bock in olignment with the Administrotion's
permonent Foster Core Rote Reform proposol, which is intended to invest directly in fomily-
bosed plocements to keep youth connected to their relotives ond communities of origin.

We olso urge the preservotion of funding for the Fomily Urgent Response System (FURS) ($30
million GF). FURS cunently responds to 5,000 colls from youth ond coregivers o yeor,
connecting them to ongoing mentol heolth services, leoding to o reduced likelihood of
foster children ond youth's needs escoloting to the point of requiring residentiol treotment
or hoving o psychiotric emergency. Eliminotion of FURS would hove led to plocement
disruptions ond hospitolizotions, cousing further troumo to foster youth, ond contocts with
low enforcement which will leod to criminolizotion of youth's troumo-bosed reoctions.

Lostly, we strongly support the olternotive in the Legisloture's budget plon to defer funding
for the Bringing Fomilies Home (BFH) Progrom rother thon eliminote it. The BFH Progrom is

proven effective in promoting supportive housing ond ropid re-housing forfomilies reunifying
with their children ond helping to prevent foster core entry by supporting the porents of
children who ore of risk of obuse ond neglect. BFH is on imporfont resource for block ond
Notive Americon children ond fomilies who ore disproportionotely represented in the child
welfore system.

Adult Proleclive Services - Kern County strongly supports the restorotion of funding for the
Adult Protective Services (APS) progrom, which provides 2417 response to reports of obuse
ond neglect for individuols over 60 ond dependent odults oges l8-59. The progrom is ond
will continue to be importont os it is projected thot by 2030, one in five Colifornions will be
65 or older. The proposed cut would hove resulted in the immediote loss of sociol worker
stoff stotewide who provide criticolond often life-soving response ond services to victims of
obuse, neglect, ond exploitotion, leoving older ond dependent odults more vulneroble to
hospitolizotion, institutionolizotion in nursing homes ond premoture deoth.



We olso urge the preservotion of funding ($4.8 million GF) for APS troining. The troining is

essentiol in supporting sociol worker stoff to meet the needs of vulneroble older ond
dependent odults. Eliminotion of the funding would hove jeopordized the uniformity,
consistency, ond quolity in the odministrotion ond delivery of the APS progrom stotewide.

Lostly, we strongly support continuotion of funding for the Home Sofe Progrom, which
provides tongible housing ossistonce for victims of obuse, neglect ond finonciol exploitotion,
As the fostest growing segment of the unhoused populotion, it is more criticol now more
thon ever thot we preserve resources to prevent homelessness ond help older odults
mointoin stoble ond sofe housing. We urge you to mointoin the stote's commitment to
vulneroble ond older odults.

Concluding Remorks

Colifornio is o leoder in pushing towords o more equitoble ond thriving community for oll
Colifornions through services ond supports provided in ColWORKs, child welfore services,
ond older odults progroms. County humon services ogencies, the Administrotion, ond the
Legisloture hove invested ond worked extremely hord over the post decode to serve our
most vulneroble Colifornions, including fomilies ond individuols living in deep poverty, foster
youth ond their coregivers, ond vulneroble ond neglected older odults. We recognize thot
the stote is focing significont finonciol chollenges ond thot difficult choices ore needed to
oddress the multi-yeor budget deficit. However, we urge thot the budget is not bolonced
on the bocks of children ond fomilies olreody experiencing deep poverty ond thot you
preserve the restorotions of these core services ond supports.

For these reosons, the Kern County Boord of Supervisors urges you ond your Administrotion
to mointoin funding for these vitol ond life-soving services ond supports.

Sincerely,

Dovid Couch, Choirmon
Kern County Boord of Supervisors
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