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Jun a 4,2024

The Honorabte Dave Min, Chair
Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water
1021 O Street, Room 3220
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1866 (Hart), Arbitrary abandonment of idle oil and gas welts - OPPOSE

Dear Senator Min,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express our serious concerns with
AB 1866 (Hart), which would dramatica[[y increase the minimum percentage of idte wetts that
operators must etiminate annua[ty and prevent operators from returning idte wetts with remaining
untapped capacity to active production. This action witl further impact sources of domestic oil
production and essentiatty require operators to prematurety ptug and abandon att idte wetts in
California.

This bitt faits to recognize the robust idte wett management system currently in ptace in Catifornia and
witl now requ ire operators to fite a ptan for the aggressive phaseout of att of their idte we[ts, [ong-term
or otherwise, even though the welt may stitt have economic tife or coutd be repurposed for future use.

Catifornia's current ldte Wett programs already require operators to inventory, evatuate, test, and
abandon idte wetts underthe Catifornia Geotogic Energy Management Division's (CatGEM)direction.
For one of the programs, since 2018, CatGEM has managed operators' ldte Wett Management Ptans
(IWMP), resutting in the orderty ptugging and ctosure of thousands of [ong-term idte we[[s. More
broadty, the usage of the IWMP has provided the state and operators with criticaI ftexibitity to
maintain the avaitabitity of wetts that, white not presentty producing, stit[ retain potentiaI future
production capacity to benef it Catifornians. Additionatty, idte wetts are required to be tested for we[[
integrity to enhance pubtic safety and mitigate environmentaI concerns. Furthermore, CatGEM has
the authority to order the ptugging and abandonment of an idte wett that has been deserted (Section
3237(a)(1) of the Pubtic Resources Code covers any wett, inctuding idte wetts).

On November 28,2018, the Catifornia CounciI on Science and Technotogy (CCST) pubtished a report
titted "Orphan Wetts in Catifornia: An lnitiat Assessment of the State's PotentiaI Liabitities to Ptug and
Decommission Orphan Oit and Gas Wetts1." The CCST anatysis focused on wetts that may already be
orphaned or are at high risk of becoming orphan wetts in the near future and found that 5,540 wetts



in Catifornia may atready have no viabte operator or be at high risk of becoming orphan wetts. ln
response to the CCST report CatGEM put together a [ist of 5,356 wetts that were "orphaned, deserted,
or potentiatty deserted." Roughty 950/o of the wetts on this tist were "potentiatty deserted wetts" where
the owner/operator did not pay idte wetl fees over a period of time. Many of these wetls are located in
urban areas throughout the State and some are [abeted as "criticaI we[[s" which means a wet[ within
300 feet of a buitding, an airport runway, a street or highway, bodyof water, pubtic recreationatfacitity,
or a witdtife preserve. Poticymakers shoutd prioritize and focus on these particutar critical welts for
ptugging and decommissioning rather than pass an arbitrary increase in abandonment threshotds
that is not based on science or fact and does nothing to address the immediate heatth and safety
issues created by known deserted wetts.

California atready imports 75o/o of its crude oit suppties from foreign countries that don't share
California's values and environmentaI standards. Any poticies that potentiatty reduce the abitity to
produce oit in Catifornia woutd increase imported oitwhich threatens retiabitity, sustainabitity, and
affordabitity for Catifornia's diverse communities. Requiring an idle wet[ to be ptugged and
abandoned has the potential to etiminate a wetl that may be used for other purposes, such as for
renewabte energy projects and carbon capture and sequestration.

For these reasons, the Kern County Board of Supervisors strongty opposes this tegistation and
respectfutty requests that you vote NO on AB 1866.

Sincerety,

David Couch, Chairman
Kern Cou nty Boa rd of Su pervisors

CC: Honorabte Members, Senate Committee on NaturaI Resources and Water
Honorabte Members, Kern Legistative Detegation
Western States Petroteu m Association
Catifornia lndependent Petroteum Association
Kern County Ptanning and NaturaI Resources Depaftment
Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmetzer & Lange


