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JunB 5, 2024

The Honorabte Richard Roth

Chair, Senate Heatth Committee
1021 O Street, Room 3310
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1168 (Benneft), Restructured Emergency Medicat Service responsibilities - OPPOSE

Dear Senator Roth,

I am writing on behatf of the Kern County Board of Supervisors to express our serious concerns with
AB 1168 (Bennett), which seeks to overturn an extensive statutory and case taw record that has
repeatedty affirmed county responsibitity for the administration of emergency medica[ services
(EMS) and the ftexibitity to design systems to equitabty serve residents throughout their jurisdiction.

With the passage of the Emergency Medicat Services Act in 1980, Catifornia created a f ramework for
a two-tiered system of EMS governance through both the state Emergency MedicaI Services Authority
(EMSA) and [ocaI emergency medicaI services agencies (LEMSAs). Counties are required bythe EMS
Actto create a tocaI EMS system that is timety, safe, and equitabte for att residents. To do so, counties
honor .201 authorities and contract with both pubtic and private agencies to ensure coverage of
u nderserved areas throughout geogra ph icatty d iverse areas.

AB 1168 seeks to abrogate unsuccessfut tegat action that attempted to argue an agency's.201
authorities - that is, the regulation that attows etigibl,e city and fire districts which have continuousty
served a defined area since the 1980 EMS Act to administer EMS inctuding providing their own or
contracted non-exctusive ambutance service. ln the case of the City of Oxnard v. County of Ventura,
the court determined that their case "woutd disrupt the status quo, impermissibty broaden Heatth
and SafetyCode section1797.201's exception in a fashion thatwould swattowthe EMSAct itsetf,
fragment the long-integrated emergency medical system, and undermine the purposes of the EMS

Act."

AB 1168, as noted, opens the doorto undo years of titigation and agreements between cities and
counties regarding the provision of emergency medical services and as drafted causes a great deaI
of uncertainty for counties who are the responsibte locaI government entity for providing equitabte
emergency medicaI services for at[ of their residents. Unfortunatety, this bitt woutd create a system



where there wi[[ be haves and have nots - wetl-resourced cities or districts witt be abte to provide

robust services whereas disadvantaged communities, with a tess robust tax base, witl have a

patchwork of providers -thevery probtem the EMS Act, passed over40years ago, intended to resotve.

Furthermore, we support the current EMSA work to promulgate ctear and cotlaborative regutations
to address these important EMS system design matters (specificatty, CCR, Titte 22, Chapter 1 -
previousty referred to as'Chapter 1 3' regutations).

Our Board is deepty atarmed by AB 1168 and the effort bythe bitt's sponsors to dismantte state
statute, regutations, and an extensive body of case law regarding the [oca[ oversight and provision of
emergency medicat services in Catifornia. This bitt creates fragmented and inequitabte EMS medicaI
services statewide. For these reasons, the Kern County Board of Supervisors strongty opposes this
legistation and respectfutty requests that you vote NO on AB 1158.

Sincerety,bru
David Couch, Chairman
Kern County Board of Supervisors

CC: The Honorabte Steve Bennett, Member, Catifornia State Assembty
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