
MINUTES 
 

Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission 
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor 

Bakersfield, CA 93301  
Board of Supervisors Chambers 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 
The Kern County Parks and Recreation Commission meeting was held on Wednesday, 
January 18, 2023. Commissioner Ryan Abler presided and called the meeting to order at 6:30 
P.M.  
 
 
Present: Commissioner(s): Ryan Abler, District I; William Chapman, District II; Carol Lair, 

District III; Lorena Cervantes, District IV; and Ucedrah Osby, District V 
 
Staff: Brian Van Wyk, Deputy County Counsel; Carl Brewer, Senior CAO Manager; and 

Matt Howard, General Services Manager 
 
Others: There were ten (10) others present 
 
Note: Ab, Ch, La, Ce, and Os are abbreviations for Commissioners Abler, Chapman, 

Lair, Cervantes, and Osby. As an example, Ab-La denotes Commissioner Abler 
made a motion and Commissioner Lair seconded the motion. 

 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: LEAD BY COMMISSIONER CHAPMAN  
 
 

COMMISSION MEMBER REORGANIZATION  
 
1. CH-CE TO APPOINT RYAN ABLER AS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE KERN COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION FOR THE 2023 CALENDAR YEAR. 
MOTION CARRIED. 5 AYES-0 OPPOSED. 

 
2. OS-CE TO APPOINT CAROL LAIR AS THE CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE KERN COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION FOR THE 2023 CALENDAR YEAR. 
MOTION CARRIED. 5 AYES- 0 OPPOSED. 

 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
3. This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission 

on any matter not on this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. No 
response is required from the Commission or staff, and no action can be taken on items 
not on the agenda; however, Commissioners may respond briefly to statements made 
or questions posed. Commissioners may ask a question for clarification, make a 
referral to staff for factual information, or request staff to report back to the Commission 
at a later meeting. 

 
IAN JORNEY WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO DISCUSS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HAVING A BICYCLE PUMP TRACK BUILT IN THE COMMUNITY. 
 
EDDY LAINE WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO DISCUSS 
DEGRADATION AND DECONSTRUCTION OF SECTIONS OF THE RIVER ALONG 
THE KERN RIVER PARKWAY DUE TO ENCAMPMENTS AND CLEANUP.  
 
ROCKY BROWN WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO DISCUSS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HAVING ADDITIONAL DISC GOLF COURSES BUILT IN THE 
COMMUNITY. 
 
ROGELIO VALENCIA WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE COMMISSION TO REQUEST 
STAFF TO ATTEND A MEETING WITH LA CALONIA RESIDENTS REGARIDNG AN 
UPDATE ON THE LA CALONIA PROJECT. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
4. All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by 

staff. Consent items will be considered first and may be approved by one motion if no 
member of the Commission or public wishes to comment or ask questions. If 
discussion is desired, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be 
considered in the listed sequence. 

 
I. Approval of Minutes: Regular meeting on August November 16, 2022. CH-LA 

TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER 22, 2022, MEETING MINUTES AS 
WRITTEN. MOTION CARRIED. 5 AYES – 0 OPPOSED 

 
II. Miscellaneous Correspondence: CH-AB TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE 

WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DATED JANUARY 7, 2023, FROM CAROL 
LAIR REGARDING THE CAT STATISTICS AT HART MEMORIAL PARK FOR 
THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2022.MOTION CARRIED. 5 AYES – 0 
OPPOSED 

 



DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
5. General Services – Status Updates 
 

CARL BREWER, SENIOR CAO MANAGER, WAS PRESENT BEFORE THE 
COMMISSION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE REGARDING THE STATUS OF THE 2010 
MASTER PLAN AND TO DISCUSS COUNTYWIDE WIDE PARKS PROJECTS THAT 
ARE CURRENTLY TAKING PLACE AND/OR PLANNED. 
 

6. Park Ranger – Status Update – NO REPORT 
 
 

AH HOC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

7. NO REPORT FROM THE AD HOC REGARDING THE PARKS MASTER PLAN 
UPDATE. CONTINUED TO A FUTURE MEETING.  

8. NO REPORT FROM THE AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENT BY THE 
COMMISSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND NAMING OF 
TRAILS. 

 
 

NEW, UNFINISHED, AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 
9. KERN COUNTY OHV 2023 GRANT CYCLE APPLICATIONS; DISCUSS; REVIEW 

GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTALS. SUBMIT GRANT AWARD 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS – STAFF PROVIDED THE 
COMMISSION WITH THE 2022-2023 OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE (OHV) FUNDING 
REQUEST APPLICATIONS FROM THE STARLIGHT RANCH AND THE STEWARDS 
OF THE SEQUOIA. THE FOLLOWING APPLICANTS WERE HEARD: CHRIS 
HORGAN OF THE STEWARDS OF THE SEQUOIA; CH-AB TO MAKE A 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT $43,000.00 BE 
GRANTED TO STEWARDS OF THE SEQUOIA.  MOTION CARRIED. 5 AYES, 0 
OPPOSED. 

10. Referral from Wildlife Resources Commission to combine quarterly meetings with 
regularly scheduled Parks and Recreation Commission meetings; DISCUSSION 
REGARDING THE WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION HOLDING THEIR 
QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION MEETINGS. CH-CE TO TABLETHE TOPIC UNTIL A MEMBER OF THE 
WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION CAN BE IN ATTENDANCE AT A FUTURE 
MEETING BEFORE MOVING FORWARD WITH A FINAL DECISION. MOTION 
CARRIED. 5 AYES, 0 OPPOSED.  

 



11. Upcoming Commission meeting locations as per code §2.50.060(D); THE 
COMMISSION TO HOLD THE FEBRUARY MEETING AT THE COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER LOCATED AT 1115 TRUXTUN AVE, 1ST FLOOR, 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301. STAFF TO 
PROVIDE THE COMMISSION WITH A MORE DETAILED LIST OF POTENTIAL 
LOCATIONS FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS IN EACH DISTRICT.  

 
 

COMMISSION MEMBER PRESENTATIONS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
12. On their own initiative, Commission members may make a brief announcement or a brief 

report on their own activities. Commissioners may request that an item be agendized at 
a future meeting, make a referral to staff for factual information, or request that staff 
report back to the Commission at a later meeting.  
 

I. COMMISSIONER OSBY REQUESTED INFORMATION ON THE ADOPT-A-
PARK PROGRAM. 

 
II. COMMISSIONER CHAPMAN EXTENDED HIS GRATITUDE TO SENIOR CAO 

MANAGER, CARL BREWER FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE PARKS 
DEPARTMENT. 

 
III. COMMISSIONER ABLER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE POSSIBILITY OF 

HOSTING A SERIES OF MOUNTAIN BIKE RACES. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Adjourn at 8:00 P.M. to the next regular meeting, scheduled for February 15, 2023 at 
6:30 P.M., at the Kern County Administrative Center – 1115 Truxtun Ave., 1st Floor, 
Board of Supervisors Chambers, Bakersfield, CA 93301. 
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